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G. • Hello I ' m Gary Peck your host on Memories & Music , presented 
Sunday at one p . m. by Inco retals Company . hi s week my guest 
will be ill Edgar and we ' be ta ing about his career in 
politics . Bil Edgar was the mayor of Sudbury f rom 1960 to 
196 , in addition he was on the board of control and a l so an 
alderman . Join Bil Edgar and myself unday at one o ' clock 
when Inco etals presents ~emories & .1usic bn stereo ninety
two point seven CIG - ~ • • • 

G. P . rJe l coTTle to emories 8, , usic . To ay our guest is Bil l Edgar 
and we ' 1 be t alking about politics in t e oommunity 0 

u bury uring t e atter part of t e 5 s an the 9~Os . 
Bi 1 dgar was ayor 0 u bury fro"Il 9 0 to 9t=;? ow ever 
be ore v'/e begin our intervie ~ with Mr. ' gar fe ' turn our 
program over t o Doug ~cLaughlin our musi c host • • • 

em IC ) 

G. P . Vve l come t o the interview portion of r1emori es & 1 us i c. Our 
guest today is Bill Edgar and , ~ . Edgar wel come to the 
program ••• 

B. E. hank- you . 

G. P . ~ . Edgar you , as I indicated at the onset you were mayor of 
Sudbury from 1960 to 196 , but before we start talking about 
that , that interesting aspect of your career , could you share 
with us some of your youth , in terms of where you were born , 
education , activities etc .? 

B. E. Well Gary I was born at Allison on a farm , my parents were 
farmers ; and I went to a little re school house , ike so 
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many other people ; and after I got my entrance I 1 .... ent to Allison 
igh-school; and then when I inished High-school I didn ' t 

knm·J what I was going to do . I had no intentions of going 
to university . So I decided that I would go to Teachers 
College . Seemed to be the only choice . Either I go to the 
Teachers College or orma School as we called it then or stay 
on the farm . The farming looked bleak. 

G. P . There ' s quite a choice there . Isn ' t there? 

B. E. There ' s quite a choice . So I went to Teachers College and 
when I finished that I got a job teaching and teachers were 
very very plentiful . It was something like it is today _ ore 
teachers than jobs . But I got a job teaching at a rural school , 
--the same school as I started to . 

G. P . The one that you started attending . A one-room school? 

B. E. A one-room school where I first went to when I was in grade 
one . 

G. P . What gra es would be in that school? One to eight as we would 
know them today? 

B. E. Exactly one to eight , and about forty students . 

G. P . Forty some students for the wide range of ••• 

B. E. We had eight classes and yet it was fun . I don ' t think I can 
remember a year that I enjoyed as much--or I should say two 
years because I was two years there- - as I did those two years . 

G. P. ow where did you go to Normal School or Teachers College . 

B. E. I went to North Bay . 

G. P . To North Bay . Where were the other ones located in the province? 
There were others I believe probably at that time . 

B. E. Oh , Stra tford , Toronto ••• 

G. P. London . • • 

B. E. London , Otta\\Ta . . . 
G. P. So you did have a choice and North Bay was the one you decided 

to go too . 

B. E. Yes , because they gave you a dollar a day and vIe didn ' t have 
much money . They gave you a dollar a day for going to Jorth 
Bay ••• 

G.P . That was to attract people there . 
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B. • That was , you had to either pay the money back or teach in 
northern Ontario . And that was silly because there were 
so many teachers begging jobs • 

G. P . Yes . 

283 

B. E. They would ave gone to the londire if they hadn ' t gotten any
t ing . But I c ose to teach in Southern Ontario an I pai 
the money back the first year. 

G. p . So that , that coul be a fair amount of , a do lar a day did 
you say that was? 

. E. A dollar a day. But a ollar a ay then would board and feed 
you . 

G. P . Mrih __ ••• yes . ow your, the one-room school house experience , 
would be the type 0 experience that would give you quite, quite 
an insight into education in itself. f!ouldn' tit? You had 
a nu~ber of different students as you said , wi th a wide variety 
of experiences and potentials I suppose . 

B. E. Yes, that ' s very true , and they seem to be much more manageable 
fifty years ago than they are today . But I suppose if you ' re 
bac at it now , or if I were back at it now, I would enjoy it. 

G.P . Yes. 

B.E . Same as I di then. 

G.P . I would , I wou expect that wou e the , !ould be the case. 
OvJ in terms of a one-room schoo -house and I atten e one-room 

school-houses an it wasn ' t all t at many years ago . But" at 
o her jobs wou you have as a teacher? Were you , were you res
ponsib e or , we in some cases bringing water to the sc ool? 
I -no oJ that t at has happened in some rura areas, where , Vol ere 
the ~e 1 mig t be condemne. You probab y ad a wi e range 0 
jobs, getting t e ire going in the morning? 

G.P. o? 

B.E. We ived in a more prosperous area than that. For instance 
T.P. Loblaw , just built a big home quite close by , and it was 
close by that r. Banting las born and raised. So that we 
were in a prosperous community; and we had somebody ight the 
ire; and we had a pump there; and it was, it was real y fun. 

G. • How did you keep orty some students , from _eight di erent 
gra es, intereste _, . '1 one room? How did you eep them working? 
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B.E. ~el it ' s just a . ard t ing to anS'Ter. ou tried every scheme 
you cou t in 0 , and most 0 t e time you wou ave t e 
gra e ours istening whi e you taug t grade sevens. 

G.P . ig t. Y the time t ey made it to gra e seven t ey had heard 
t at course a ew times. 

B. E. Yes that ' s true. 

G.. ou ' d have some of the senior students. ou1d you have them 
helping you with a junior c ass at a 1 , in terms 0 reading 
etc.? 

B. • Yes I did. 

G. P. So you rea ly had to be versatile , I , 
teacher then. 

would expect as a 

B. • 1. e we ha a lot of activities i e concerts ••• 

G. P. Yes. 

B.E. 

B.E. 

G •• 

nd ba 1 teams, t at travelled 
I., en you ' re twenty-one it ' s not 

rom sc 001 to school , and we 
if icu1t to t hink of schemes. 

o. 0 it wou n ' t be . ' o~ from the one-room schoo house what 
was your next step in education? 

n as principal 0 
room school , w ic 

t ' s quite a change 

the A ison Pub ic Shoo , which was a five 

B. • To me seemed like a very big challenge. It actual y, it wasn ' t 
but thought it wou be. 

HOI many people di you have working for you then? 

B.E . had ive teachers. 

G.P . Five teachers. 

• ' . 0 , five teachers including myse f. 

G.P. Including yourse 
schoo ? 

, · . 1 , ?7. 

at year i you start at the one-room 

.P. T at Tas your sa ary ten? 

· . A thousand dol ars . 
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G.P. A thousan do lars. 

B.E. Big in terms of 927. 

G.P. Yes it would be. 
time? 

ow you were in A ison or what period 0 

B •• I was in 
actua ly a 

ison for a year and & half. 
Christmas, 9 

.P. Came there rom, came here rom A ison? 

B. ' . ight. 

I came to Sudbury 

G.P. at pro~pted you to ~ove to Su bury uring the epression? 
1as t e epression a factor? 

B. • Vo ac ua y it rea ly 1asn ' t a factor. 

G.. In terms 0 your ~oving. 

B.E. 0, I just thought t hat it ' s a move up the hi 1 with new ex
periences • 

A dif erent challenge • . . 

5 
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B.. A different challenge . And I enjoyed every day that I taught 
schoo in udbur~. I can ' t remember of ever going home at 
night but I thought to mysel f : "Gee I ' ve done a good days work 
today," but never discouraged and hated to go back. 

G. P . o. When you came to udbury is , was it as a principal? 

B. E. Yes , as a principal . 

G.P . 0 what schoo ? 

B. E. Lansdowne . 

G. P. Lansdowne. And w at would you be earning then in 1931? 

B. E. Eighteen hundred do lars . 

G.P. Eighteen hundred dollars . So that ' s , that ' s a air jump from 
19 7 to ' 3 I suppose. 

B.E . Oh yes , it certainly was , it was up ive hundred dollars an 
that was a lot of money ten . 

G. P . Right . veIl r1r. Edgar if we could just try and gain an over
view of your involvl'1ent in education . You were principal of 
Landsdowne I assume for a number of ears in Sudbury , and your 
other involvrnents in education. Did you remain at Lansdowne 
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for exa~ple , t roughout your career? 

B. E. I remained at Lans owne from ' 31 until ' 3 . 

G. P . Till ' 53 . 

B. E. With the exception of four years I spent with the R. C. A. F. 

G. P . Right . Then a ter ' 53? 

4 

B. E. I went as principal to Prince Charles school , up on Van Horne 
Street . 

G. P . Right . And were you principal of any other schools after 
that? 

B. E. I left Prince harles when I became mayor and two years later 
I went as Principal of Col ege Str eet school . For one year . 

G. P. Right . as that the last school you were principal of? 

B. E. That ' s the ast school I Tas principal of . But I beca~e the 
co-ordinator for the anpower and succeeded the ate Colonel 
avid ounger . You may have hear the story • 

G. P . Most definitely. So you were co-ordinator of anpower and re
maine in t . at position until . 

B. E. Unti 

G. P. Until your retirement? 

B. E. o . 

G. P . l' o? 

'7 

B. E. I remained in that position until I think it was ' 67 . And then 
I retired and the Cambrian College took over the manpo--, the 
whole manpower program , which before that had been actually under 
the high-school board , and I was the co-ordinator . But I asked 
to take my resignation and do the work on the Manitoulin Island 
of 1anpol . .,er , which I did for seven years; and then I retired . 

G. P. And then you retired ••• 

B.E . .wntirely. 

G. P. From education . An interesting comment you made earlier when 
you loole back on education and your invol vment , you have 

B. E. 

no regrets . 

Tone \.rhatsoever . 
c_ange if I ha 

I can ' t thin of anything that I would . have 
to do it over again . 
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G. P. It ' s a great feeling isn ' t i t ? 

B. E. Yeah , it is a good feeling . 

G. P . On that optimistic an positive note we ' l l , we ' ll end this 
section of our intervie~ , turn the program over to Doug 
cJ.Jaug~lin . 1; hen we return we ' ll , we ' ll tal k about politi cs 

in Sudbury . 

(MUSIC) 

G •• Nelcome bac- to the interview portion 0 remories usic . 

551 

Our guest today is Bill Edgar the mayor of the city of Sudbury 
from 19h O to 196? ~~ . Edgar prior to your beconing invo ved 
in pgli tics- - I think it 1"as in 1 5 vlhen , you , when you irst 
sat on council--I thin- you "ere involved with some community 
groups , community organizations • 

• E. Yes , for the four or five years previous to getting into poli
t i cs , I _lad been the executive director of what is now cal led 
the United Appeal. In thos e days it was ca l led the Red Feather 
Campai gn , where a l l the chari tabl e organizations , went o~t 
on one s i ngle drive ; and that seemed to not ans"er the financia 
needs 0 a 1 these different organizations and it fo l ded up , 
about 956 ; an that ' s when in 1955 , I decided I was going to 
run for municipa of ice . 

G. P . Right • ou a l so had an association with Fa cona . 

• E. Yes , after the war , erv \a el and I ran the a l cona , boys 
and girls camp ; and this was a camp run--an it ' s still run 
by t e Falconbridge _ic el Company--an there were roughly 
about fi ty boys an i ty gir s . One or the month 0 Ju y 
an one group for the mont 0 August , an lit at or three , 

our years . 

G.P . Forty-one to orty- ' ve in t at perio 0 time. 

B •• 

G. P. 

0 , not on forty- one • 

0 , no , that ' s right . 
wou be a ter that . 

• • 

You were in the air-force then so it 

• E. Yea orty- ive to ifty • 

G. • You were in the air- orce was it rom ' 41 to ' 4 , Royal Canadian 
Air- orce? 

B.. es . 

G. P. wou d thin that your invo vment with Fa cona and with Red 
Feather would certainl bring you in contact with many many 
people that wou d help you out in terms 0 politics . 
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B. E. Oh, it certain y did, I mean the act that you , -'as tied up 
at the Red Feat er brougit me in contact with hundreds of 
people . 

G. P. You represented Ryan Ward in ' 55? 

B. E. That ' s right . 

G. P . Could you describe that area today . I know we now use a num
bering system for the wards . 

B. E. Well . 

G. P . Northern part of the • . . 
B.E. It ' s the northern part of the city and includes Li ttle Britain , 

the Donovan • • • 

G. P . 

B •• 

orthern Rights • 

orthern Rights . 
then . 

. . 
Of course Northern Rights wasn ' t in existence 

G. P. No , but t at general area 

B. E. That general area 

G. P. So certainly our istening audience would , woul d have an i dea 
where Ryan Ward was if indeed , i f they ' re recent to thi s comm
unity , 1955 you ran for council . What prompted you to run in 
' 55? ••• ow , you were a principal had you had an interest 
in politics , becoming invol ved? 

B. E. Oh , I think Gary , I , I probably ran through curi osity and 
a chal lenge. 

G. P . Sure . here was a, you were alluding too earlier , a change in 
the ~unicipa Act which made it available , the opportunity 
rather for you to run , being a teacher . 

B. E. Yes , prior to ' 55 , teachers were not allowed by the f1unicipa 
Act to sit on City Council and that was changed ; and once that 
was changed , I then decided I ' d ta e a chance on it and ••• 

G. P . Give it a shot . 

B.E. Give it a shot . . . 
G. P . You may have been the firs t t eacher on City Council . I don ' t 

now i f others were elected that year but you ' d of been the 
irst if, or one of tl1e f" rst anyhow . 

B. E. I think maybe I was the first teacher to be on City Council . 



EGAP 

G. P . ow you were on the Boar of Contro for a coup e of years , 
believe • • • 

B.E . ight . 

G. P . Is t at correct? And Deputy ayor ; an 
in what the a 1 of ' ,9 or the term 0 

B. • That ' s correct . 

then ran for ,ayor 
1960 , ' f, • 

10 
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our i'irst ayor 1,ras? 
on council in ' 5~? 

e~ayor you serve under w en you ere 

B. '. T at las a 1r . Justice an reville . 

G. . eo Landrevi e . And t en you served under Joe abbro? 

B. E. Yes , I was deputy mayor to Joe . 

G. • You were deputy mayor to Joe . J oe , was Joe appoint ed after 
Fabbro ( he meant t o say "Landreville" became a judge? Wa s 
that the way that worked? 

B. E. 0 , we had 
the motion 
automatic a 
of Contro 

G. P. Yes . 

prior to r . Landreville l eaving , we had passed 
in council that whoever headed Board of Contro 

y became Deputy 1ayor . Joe had headed t he Board 
prior , at the previous election ••• 

B. E. And that moved him up to ayor and I ollowed him . I moved 
up to eputy ayor . • • 

G. P . To Deputy ayor . TOW you ran in ' 59 , and what motivated you , 
to go , to go for the ayors position? • It ' s not an easy 
question . 

B. E. 1:Jhat motivates anybody? 

G. p . Yeah , it ' s not an easy question is it? 

B. E. No , it isn ' t . You don ' t now . I don ' t even ~now why I decided 
to run . 

G. P . Did you ••• 

B.E. I know that my wife when I told her I was thinking of runni ng , 
she said : "Once , and once only !" So she wasn ' t too anxious . 
So that , plus the fact that I had to get back to maintain my 
pension position at the school board , I didn ' t run for mayor 
t e secon time . 
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G. P . '0 . 1 en you ran in 19/9 you had an opponent , a very formi
dable opponent. oe Fabbro • 

• E. es , and a very likable opponent . I can truthfu ly say that 
neither one of us ever critized each other or sai un.ind 
things about each other . And I a vJays Ii -ed him and I think 
he id for this city a remarkab e job , in the years that 
_0 lowed . 

G. P . .':hat your saying is that both of you ran a , a c ean campaign 
as we know the term 

B. E. It was an exception you see. 

G. P . We 1 I think , that ' s , that says something for the , for the 
system in the process when two , when an opponent is able to 
say that about another opponent , that indeed you know , there 
is that respect and admiration there , respect . Did , did you 
knov that Joe would be running? T at Joe Fabbro would be 
running? Or were you just doing (uninte igible) . 

B. E. 0 I thought he wasn ' t going to run. e had indicated that 
he wasn ' t going to run but I guess he ha a lot of pressure 
put on him and he ecided he woul run. 

RRO 

G. P . So that , so t ere was , t here was going to be a contest in that 
year. 

B. E. That ' s true . 

G. P . And you new you were in a contest I ' m sure . 

B. E. Yes ,'Ie sure did . 

G. P . What woul it cost to run for mayor back in 1959? 

B. E. I don ' t. I never went out and campaigned for money , anywhere , 
at any time; and I got by with the minimum I think , I would 
thin{ that no more than two thousand dollars. 

G. P . To run for mayor in 1959 . That two thousand dollars would be 
spent on wou d you send out a flyer or a leaflet? 

B. E. I sent out lyers and I paid boys to have them delivered ; and 
I phoned; and phoned 

G.P . And phoned • •• 

B.E. An pone ; and t_ere ' s a real knac in phoning--I think one 
phone call is worth a dozen pamph ets . 

G. • That personal touch . Were you also on the ra io? 
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B. E. Yes , on the radio . 1y daughter who was only twelve at the time 
was l ear ni ng to speak French and she was very good for a twel ve 
year old , to speak French the way she did . I don ' t speak 
French but we a sked many peopl e how she did , who'd understood 
French and they said she did real well ; and I think that that 
got me a l ot of French votes . 

G. P . It ' s somethi ng t o be bilingual when your i n politics . I sn ' t 
it? 

B. E. Oh , t here' s no doubt about it . But i t ' s not , i t ' s not impossibl e 
to get by without the ••• 

G. P . o . Bot h my son and daughter are learning French and she ' s ten ; 
and it ' s going to be quite an asset f or them I ' m sure . Just 
in everyday lif e . 0 you became mayor in for 1960 , 1961 and 
who was on your counc i and who was on your Board of Control , 

B. E. We 1 the Board of Control consisted of four people : one Itras 
Bi 1 Ellis one was Peter Guimond , 1rs . Grace Hartman and 
Bill Inch . 

G. P . 

B. E. 

G. P . 

B. E. 

G. P. 

B. E. 

Two future mayors there • 

Yes , that ' s true . 

Bill Ellis and Grace Hartman . 

That ' s right . 

And your council . 

We had six wards at that time . Fournier ard , Hugh Guenette, 
and Alphy Theriault ; and the Cormack lard was Jack Hawkins ; 
and Duke Jarret; north Mc(im was Gerry Barbeau , and Harr is Moore; 
north c im was Jeil Burning and teve ilson ; Ryan Ward was 
Bil Baby , and Gerv Waddel l; est Neelon was Ri e l , Rene Rie l 
rather an Luke Scott . 

G. P . 0 you ha twelve councillors . 

B. E. Right . 

G. P . And four on the Board of Control? 

B.E . Right . 

G. P. ow what ' s the difference . What exactl y is a Board 0 Control ' 
in comparison to a City Council . 

B. E. Well the Board of Contro Gary , is somewhat resembled the Cabinet 
in the province , they are the f inancial body , that a , the watch
dog , who are supposed to look a ter the sp ending of money and 
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the co lecting of money; and al~ost everything goes to Board 
of Control before it goes to the whole council. 

G. P. Regarding money or all items. Just money. 

B.E. Regarding money. 

G.P. Right, any financial expenditures. So a fairly influential 
group , I woul think. 

B.E. They were an exceptionally good Board of Control , I thought. 

G.P. You felt you had a very good Board of Contro • 

B.E. I did. 

G.P. Did you have a eputy ~1ayor? 

B.E. Yes, Bi I E lis. 

G.P. Bill E lis was your Deputy ~1ayor. 

B.E. By virtue of the fact that he had gotten the most number of 
votes. 

G.P. Then he came in as Mayor the following year , wasn ' t it? 

B.E. Fol l owing two years. 

13 
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G.P. Yes , following your two years in office. Alright were going 
to take a break now and when we return I ' d like to talk about 
some of the projects associated with your two years in office 
as mayor. First we ' ll turn the program back to Doug McLaughlin. 

( IDS C) 

G. P. Welcome back to the interview that we ' re aving today with 
Bill Edgar, mayor of Sudbury from 19GO to 19G? Mr. Edgar 
during that two years in office , what were some of the major 
projects associated with udbury? 

B.E . I think there are two that stand out in my mind, and one is 
the Brady Street underpass. Prior to 19hO the cars had to 
cross the railroad tracks and this cause a hold-up for both 
trains and cars . So the idea had been brewing that we build a 
Brady Street under pass that would cut down through Minto treet 
and come up onto Riverside. This was a very controversia 
item. We had half the council in favour of it, half the council 
opposed to it. ~e had an awful lot of adverse criticism. 
People said it ' s gonna cost far more than we can afford, and 
yet we went ahead. I think it cost the city in t e neighbour
hood of a million and a half; and in about a year ' s time , that 
Brady Street underpass and the pedestrian underpass--from , for 
the walkway from Riverside down to Elgin--had all been completed ; 
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G.P. 

B.E. 

G.P. 

B.E. 

G.P. 

B.E . 

G.P . 

B.E. 

G. P. 

B. ' • 

14 
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and when you look at it now ; and ,en I think of the time that 
was saved; and the gas that l.vas saved , by that underpass , I ' m 
sure that it paid for itself many many times . Of course now , 
twenty years ater .it ' s entire y different you ' ve got the app
roaches at both ends , which probabl y shoul have been one long 
ago. But I think road-wise and street-wise we ' ve got a pretty 
good city. ro T the other thing • •• 

Just before we , we leave that overpass . 'as council as even y 
ivided ha an hal was it , it was that contentious an issue. 

Yes , it was. 

Over the inancing of it I expect. 

That ' s right. And we had to get approval by the Ontario f1uni
cipal Boar 

or that • 

Before we cou d go ahead with it • •• 

You ' d be experiencing pressure groups for and pressure groups 
against and lobbying • 

Ab~olutely. And . • • 

You look back upon that as one of your major batt es and 
struggles. 

I thin that ' s one 0 the major battle struggles. Now the other 
one--an the credit for this must go to the late uke Jarrett 
who was a member of council--he brought up the idea of a tunnel 
underneath the ground . About maybe a hundred feet down and 
about seven feet by six feet and that runs about ive mile , fro~ 
out by Lasalle way , right through to • • • 

G.P . Kelly Lake? 

B. E. Kelly Lake . And later on after that the treatment plant was 
built at Kelly La~e . I don ' t think half the people in Sudbury 
realise that that ' tunnel ' s there • •• 

G. P . And being used. 

B.E . And being used . And that I understand there ' s they ' re bui l ding 
a further tunnel . 

G. P . What was the reaction when that suggestion was raised? Of a 
tunnel? 

B. E. Just about the same as the underpass. Half the peop e thought 
it .vas wonderfu I and half the people thought it was terrible; 
an some of the councilmen thought it was terrible and some 
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really f ought for it ; and I know that I had a hard j ob , making 
up my mind whether to have two treatment plants: one out by 
Lasall e and the other at Kelly Lake or one. But we eventually 
went for the one treatment pl ant . 

G. P . 

B. E. 

You said it was difficult to make that decision--was money a 
fac tor? 

Money was always a factor . 

G. P . Always a factor in those situations . Ideally have two but too 
expensive at the time . 

B. E. Exactly. 

G. P . Jow Duke J arre t t was on counci l--was he a geologist was he 
associated wi th one of the mining companies? 

B. E. Yes , he were , he was (unintelligible ) engineer and worked f or 
the ickel Company . 

G.P. And hence he would have some idea a s to the feasib i lity of that 
tunnel. 

B.E . Oh , he certai nly did . He was the one that persuaded the • • • 

G.P . Ton-believers . 

B. E. The non-believers . 

G. P . So he could talk as an expert in a sense , in terms of it occ
urring . This is a tunnel right through rock with no capping 
i nside whatsoever . 

B. E. 0 capping whatsoever . 

G. P . No . Was it an exceptionally novel idea in terms of world deve
lopments? Or had this been tried elsewher e? Jas that ever 
off ered as a defence? 

B. E. I think it had been tried . Now I ' ve forgotten where i t was 
tried before . But cert ainl y Duke knew a lot more about i t 
than anybody else. 

G. P . I wo ld i agi .e , I would think that the cartoonist at the time 
would be able to get so~e excellent mi eage out of a pro j ect 
like that . 

B.E . I have cut out most of the cartoons and most of them look rather 
weird. 

G. P . They had an altogether different point of view as to what was 
going to happen . So when you look back on the period ' 60 , ' 61 , 
you , you see those as the two main projects while you were 
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B. • Yes I do. Besides I thin we were very carefull with the money 
and the taxes; and New Sudbury and the part of ~![c im that \oJe 

took in , had water where a group of people decided to put the 
water in; and payor it themselves; and this was another thing 
that came up quite strongly. I maintain that once we got amal
~amation you took the good with the bad , and everybody in the 
city shou d pay for these water areas , not just the people ••• 

G.P. 

B.E. 

G. . 
B.E. 

G.P. 

B.E. 

G. P. 

B.E. 

In those areas , yes. 

In the area; and we did that; and I think that most people out 
there don ' t even rea ise how much money they saved ••• 

By coming in • 

By coming in. 

Yes, so you fought for that principa ? 

Yes . 

And that woul d not be an easy struggle either I shouldn ' t 
think . 

No . It certainl y wasn ' t , I didn ' t meet with the approval 0 
ur own top people. They thought that they built the area and 

they got the water let them pay for it. I maintain that we 
are all one now and we take the good with the bad. 

G.P. Undeveloped with the developed. 

B.E . Undeveloped with the developed. 

G.P. That ' s a , I think that ' s an important principle , and I can an
ticipate the problems you would run into. It must have been 
quite a battle . [e 're going to have to turn the program back 
to Doug ![cLaughlin. When we come back in a few minutes we ' ll 
wrap the program up. First , first we ' ll hear some music. 

(r SIC) 

G. P. Welcome back to our interview with Bill Edgar today. Bill 
we ' re , were just about ready to wrap up the program. One , 
one last question what was it really li e to be a ·1ayor? Now 
you ' ve, you ' ve shared with us some insights in terms of projects , 
but what's it like to be Mayor of the city? 

B. E. Well Gary , it was very interesting , very diversified , it was 
amazing the number of ~eetings you were called to go to , the 
number of times you had to represent people. I can remember 
one 0 the highlights that we even missed was the visit of 
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00vernor General Vanier and I rs . Vanier . The were two of the 
most remarkable people that I had ever met . Just as easy to 
talk to as any person . And I always appreciate the fact that 
my wife had to attend a lot of meetings , pour tea and she , I 
think at the time , en j oyed it . But nevertheless , I wasn ' t 
very anxious that she would do it for more than two years . 

G. P . TO . What what ' s your wife ' s name by the way? 

B. E. Margery. 

G. P . ~argery . So a wife can be quite an asset in that kind of po
sition as mayor , I should think so . 

B. E. Oh absolutely . 

G. P . It , it really would disrupt fa~ily home life I would expect . 

B. E. I remember one week when we went to the Legion five nights in 
a row , to a turkey dinner. Every night from 10nday night to 
Friday night . So I appreciate what she did and what family all 
did , and all my friends , and I ' d just l i ke to take this oppor
tunity ••• 

(END OF TAPE ) 
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