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B. l. Thank you Doug . I ' m happy to 'have Edison Brown or Browny 
as he ' s probabl better known to l1is '.I rkmates and friends 
as my guest today on Memories and Music . Browney came t o 
Sudbury in 1951 to work but he had been here earlier and 
earlier he had sailed the great lakes for 'a c ouple of 
seasons and worked at many other places . He ' ili l be ~HkE± 
sharing some of his memories of those years with us and 
also -his early recollections of growing up down in the gas 
bay . We I 11 be back '\iJ;l th Browney in a moment but first , 
let ' s return to Dou McLaughlin and , the musical introductions 
to the show. 

(rmSle.) 

B. M. Browney Brown , Browney Brovm , Edison Brown , Edison Brown . 

E.B . Yeah . 

B. M. Edison , how are you . Welcome,. \rIh did the name you 
Edison? After Edison the inventor do , ou think? 

E. B. I don ' t know . 

B. H. You ' re not sure about that eh? 

E. B. no no no . 
-

B. H. You _are , ou lre m<lX' fr om awa down east aren ' t you? 

E. B. Yeah . 

B. H. -Where? 
,. 

E. B. On the Gasp Coast . 

B. H. On the Gasp Coast-. Is that a bleak place mvct::<iexxx in 
the winter time? 

E. B. Yeah , it ' s pretty bleak in the winter • 

• H. But it ' s a pretty place in the summer . 

E.B . Yeah it is . Lovely in ' the summer . 

B. E •• That ' s where all the tourists go around and t ake a l ook 
at that eh? 
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E. B. Yeah it ' s lov~~y=in the summer . 

B. r1 . But it ' s a oor place . 

E. B. Yeah it ' s . a pretty poor place . 

B .. r1 . 'You Were born down there . What year \<lere you born? 

E. B. 1913 . 

B. r-1 . 1913 , and ou rev] up there . 

E. B. Yeah . 

B. l·! . So what was your father doing? I mean , was he farmin 
fishing or what? 

. ~ 

E. B. Oh fishing and lumber jacking . ~ 

B. M. Cutti:t:lg logs , pulp . Well when we say fishing , was he 
like a ( ) fisherman? 

1'+1 

E. B. 'No , he used to work for the Americans . The used to have 
' wor k on the river fishing salmon en? 

B. I'-1 . Oh yeah . 

E. B. They ' d come in in the summer and •••• 

B. r1 . Was that right ? They had their own stretches of t he river 
that onl they could fish? 

E. B. Yeah , t hey still have their ovm stretches yet . 

B. T,,! . Do they? 

E.lB. " t ' s supposed to be finished this year . I don ' t know . 
Somebody told me that . 

B. M. And no one else could fish in t hat area eh? 

E. B. No. 

B. N. And were the alwa s sure of gettin salmon? 

E. B. Pretty' well . At that time , pretty well yeah . 

B. l\1 . What about you ::kimX who were reaatively poor. 
lots of salmon to eat? 

E. B. Oh we used to fis h yeah . Trout and s a l mon eah . 

id you ha e 

B. T1 . So , you couldn ' t afford it today to bu it like do ill there? 

. E. B. Oh n o n o no . 
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cp .M. You mean ou fished or . ou poached there? 

E.B," . Oh .no we fished . Somethine; you never need is poaching . 
Smme of them don~ but I never done th t . 

VJe ll .is there :IDl: fishin only when the~ ' re s pawning . 
this so? 

Is 

E:.B~ W~ll .t salmon comes up :1cr:m!! in the spring from the sea · 
shore from the Gaspay River . They go u about 'sixty 
miles up . 

B ~ M . And that ' s in the fresh water? The spawming eh? 

E. B. Yeah , they ~o to the head of the lakes and they spavffi in 
the lakes . The~ do and . then .~ •• 

B. M. The die or go back . 

E. B. They .come out , \;1e'll , -they die and. the come out . When 
they come out the 're no good to eat . 

B.r'! . That ' s it .• 

E. B. Yeah . 

B. N. But n ow when the ' re oing up , if they ' re caught then , 
they ' re fuml of •••• 

E. B. Bright salmon , what they cal l a bright salmon . 

B. M. Bright salmon? 

E. B. ,Yeah they ' re r eal good . They ' re the best . 

B. M. ATe they? 

E. B. Yeah . 

B. M. And alright being . a down easterner there ,xXk~ are they 
as .good or better than the zaax co- ho salmon from out 
in ( ) .. 

E. B. Oh they claim there ' s better . 

B. I'1 . Isxu that s o. 

E. B. It ' s one of the best there is . The ( ) 
and whatever other rivers they come from . They ' re 
supposed t be one of the best • 

. B. r:l . The are? 

E. B.. Yeah ~ 

B .. M. O. K., your father had to ( ) a living by 
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~EkiN fish guidin . and working in the bush . Did you live 
in a t own? 

E. B. No , it ' s just like a villa e ou know . 

B. M. Little villa e eh? 

E. B. Yeah , yeah . 

B. t·1. And did ou go to school there? 

E. B. Not very long , no . 

B.. TO , but I suppose everybody had to go to work . Is that 
it? 

E. B. The had to go to work and ou had a hard job to et to 
school . \'le had to mlle three miles to school every 9,ay . 

B. 1. one- rrom schoolhouse I suppose was it? 

E. B. Yeah , yeah . 

B. f.1 . All the grades were in there . and most of the fellows 
wouldn ' t go , . o,u wouldn ' t go right throue;h school eh? 

E. B. No , no no . You wouldn ' t probabl start at six years old 
either ou know . You ' d be older than that . 

B. JVI . r-1 Before you ' d start , and then probably you wouldn ' t go all 
year . You ' d have to go to work or something . Is that it? 

E. B. Yeah . You ' d have to do sometfuin else . " 

B. r1 . So :s:n~~:t schooling was sort of secondary . 

E. B. Yeah yeah . 

B. r-1 . The primary thing was to e;et work and et enough NEX money 
to live on eh? 

E. B. I think the main thine; was to get a loaf of bread . 

B. M. And I suppose that , did you go , I ' ve been just wondering 
.now "E: p,ovm t here , were you self-:-sufficient in the da 
of \ ~ ci\A.0 t '/, ). I mean you had some chick ens and a 
pig had a Dig arden and that sort of thing . 

E. B. We didn ' t do an thing lLl{e that . 

B . r1 ~ Ddd you have that? 

E. B. We had chickens yeah , and a pig , we used to eat a pi@. 
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B. M. 

E. B. 

B.H. 

, E. B. 

B. r'! . 

E. B. 

B.H. 

E. . 
B. r-1 . 

E. B. 

B. M. 

E. B. 

B . r.1 . 

.•. 5 

And you could get fish 'r suppose ? 

Yeah . 

\'Jere you on the sea , ri ht on 'the sea? 

No , We were about , oh 1,.,e were about a mile and a half 
or two miles from the seashore . 

You were eh? 

Yeah . ' 

No money I su pose eh? 

r o • 

to money as such? 

Io mone • 
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You wouldn ' t have known much about money until you were 
quite an a e eh? 

Yeah . You couldn ' t make nothing down there . 

We l l , alri ht , 
what happened? 
everthlimg? Is 
days? 

if you wanted to buy clothes for instance , 
Did you , is it a case of making due with 

that about XEHkx the size of it in those 

E:-B. Yeah there was nothing to go 'in. the bush in the fall to 
cut on' your own like , with , for a contractor . Buml d a 
little 10 camp; Five or six. uys and work all winter . 

B. r.1 . And E iQrH stay in that camp? 

E. B. Yeah , ffi1d you bring in your food and cook yourself eh? 
And then there would be nothing to come out in the spring 
with a pair of ~ants and a air of boots on you all . 
\'Jinter and moccasins . You didn ' t have an thin ' else . 

B . f\1. You Ire kidding? 

E. B. That ' s right . 

B. I'1. Is that right? 

E. B. All wiriter . 

B .·r~ . ,And y ou 'd live ina , by gmsh it must have been pretty 
cold in that lace eh? 

E. B. No , we had log cabins we bui lt out-self and fixed them all. 
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B. t'i . I know, put even with that in your situat ion . 

E. B. And lots of w-ood . 

B. !vI . Lots of wo od . 

E. B. Lots of ",ood . You cut lots of wood, dry wood and birch 
and that ' s the way you toughed ' t out • 

• 
B. rtI 

E. B. 

B. rtI . 

E. B. 

Is that the ';laY . And you ' d go in an a fairly tender age 
for that I suppose? 

I started , I work ed in the bush when I was about fifteen . 

Did ou? l:Jould you be far lim the bush Bro mey?' 

Oh sometimes .£i ten miles or so . 

B. H. -You would? And how would you et in those ten miles? 

E. B. 

- E. B. 

B. H. 

\'Je ' d wal k . 

Y u ' d walk in there? o 
Yeah . 

Just with an axe and a saw with you . 

E. B. Yeah , and our food . 

B .r1. And your food? 

E. B. Yeah . But some laces we had the horses • . 'le had a horse 
and sleigh~ and Vie ut , haul it in with the horse , but 
there \'las. lots of ' places :lrnx:k we used to cut oles in 
the winter time away up the river about , about twenty 
miles . .. 

B. M. Th.s is telephone oles ~h? 

E. B. Yeah , ( )them off the mOlmtain . le ' d leave them 
there until the spring and haul them aut because you 
couldn ' t get .horses u there . 

B. H· Oh eah . 

E. B. And we used to \'laLl( , we used to walk Sunday afternoon up 
there seventeen miles 0I?- snm·jshoes . 

B. H. Seventeen miles? 

E. B. Seventeen miles . 

B. l'1 · On snowshoes? 



• 

BROUN ... 7 
316 

E. B. And . we used to haul our food behind us with our ( ) 
on it for a week . 

B. H. Gosh . 

E. B. And t hen on Saturday monning Vie I d come M:0~ back down 
home and et our ~ood Saturda afternoon and go back on 
Sunday . 

B. r·( fly osh . Is that ri ht? 

E. B. Yeah . 

B. N. That ' s quite a hike? 

E. B. Your darn ri ht . 

B. N· Are ou a good , boy oh boy , seventeen miles on snowshoes _ 

E. B. Yeah , vIe used to wa that on &x:!nIZfuQ: Sunday ~fternoon .. 
He ld start tigkk iter dinner . 

B. N. Bo oh bo ou ' d really be making time then ''iouldn ' t you? 
To do that? 

E. B.' Sometimes it ' s late when you get up there but •••• 

B. r1 - O. K. food . Now what ~ are you acking( 
) aren ' t ou . Like for instance , beans and 

flour and bacon maybe . I don ' t know. 

E. B. Oh yeah if ;you were staying up just every week , coming 
home ever week , ou would take your bread already made 
at home ••• 

E. B. • ••• but if ou didn ' t , well then you ' d have to bake it 
there but /e used to take flour and pork , salt ~ ork . 
~ never used ver much bacpn because it was mostl 8alft 
ork . 

B. H So it would keep eh? 

E. B. Yeah , and beans and stuff like that . 

B. M. Nothing ver fancy . Did ou , no green veget.ables? 

E. B. Oh no you never had no green ve etables , never . 

B. M. Nothing like that? 

E.. No never . 
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Ber1 . Not any fruit in the "linter time or an thi n ? 

E. B.. No n o. 

B. t1 • . Prunes ma;srbe? 

E. B. Prunes , lots of prunes , lots of prunes yeah . But we never 
had no fruit or anything like that - unless it vJas vegetables 
or something . 

B. l"! . So that would , 1:1ell \'!ould you have eggs? I mean I ' m 
thinking of breakfast , 

E. B. No ou woul dn ' t have eggs . 
, 

B, fJI . What di d ou have for brealifast? 

E. B. You might have eggs ~ if ou , you know , you might truce 
a couple of dozen with ou , -'Om ou wouldn I t have eg~' 
alhleek . 

D. M· No ., So what are you going t o have for breakfast? 
Salt por k fried, _Beans? 

E. B. Beans and pDDk yeah . 
. 

B. fl . What · are you going to have f or lunch? 

E. B. Pork and beans • . 

~Uld get a hold 
·1e didn ' t have no choice . 

of , whatever you had there . 

B. M. I heard this before you know. Because t oday we say you 
know, you have to have the ,balanced diet , you must have 
some fruit , you ' ve got to have your greens , and all this 

. sort of t hi ng . And ou guys , l ot t of ou , mamy hundreds 
probably ~ thousands of you , lived almost exclusively 
on this ( ) . . 

E. B. Yeah . Potatoes and meat and stuff like that • . 

B. M. I just don' t know, it puzzles me , and you come out as 
healt h as can be eh? 

E. B. Yeah . 
'-

B . r·1 ., You worked it all off . 
'" 

.E. B. And I could" eat like a horse. 

B.H. Yeah I trgt~ bet you -would too • 

E. B. Oh yeah . 

B. M. We l~ . you were •• • • • 
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E. B .. 

B. 1'1 . 

E ~ B . 

B. N 

E o I3 .. 

B. H. 

EoB. 

B. 1'-1. 

Hollases , you ' d eat an awful lot of' mollases . 

Would ou? 

( ) is mollases . 

For a S\'leetener? 

All the time 
mollases on 

ollases an su ar , but I mean , " ou eat 
our bread and everything . 

Do you still like mo!lases? 

Oh yea:b. , I still eat it .. 

••• 9 
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Do you . Is that right? On ~orrid e or s omething like 
that? 

E .. B. · No no , I just eat it with toast and stuff like that? 

13 . H I haden ' t had mollases for a lon time . Creco , Creco and 
that type of mallases . "That real black- l?tuff , that ' s 

. what you had eh? 

E. B. Yeah . 

B. 1'1 . It must be oodi for you . That , -ou eat that , it ' s ~ 
sup osed to be health and I su pose it VIas . You were 
( . " ) you said in the bush . Like you weren ' t ..... . 

E. B. le11 contract ou know . Li e , take a contract , s o many 
cords of It/ood Dr s o man thousand feet of logs and the 
contractor has you , has the , takes the contract f or so 
many cords of pulp 8l1d then n he gives it out to different 
uys to cut so much . 

B .. r1 . Oh I see . Now y ou mi ht be one of the lucky ones and 
get ...... 

EeB. You had to be lucky to get a few months in the "busb in th 
linter . 

B .. I'~ . Is that so . I mean there were so many fe l101.I1S looking fo 
work . 

E. B. Oh everybody was looking ~or it yeah. " 

13 . N· Yeah . I wonder a oout that now, -would it be the ambition 
of a young ellow down there , f irst ambition would be hoW" 
can I get out of this place 1,tJhen I ' m old enou · h or ...... 

E. B. Some of them ( ) and some of them di ' t now. 
l ot of them didn ' t know . I mean they never , they rea lly 

thought that ' s how it viaS I guess . 
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B. N. They didn ' t knO'1 t oo much about the out s i de wor l d . 

E. B. No they didn ' t . I a l wa s had t he i dea t o get qut of there 
'Ihen I 'VIas young but l ots of guys di dn ' t . ( ) 
is still there . 

B. I'I .. And s trayed there all their l i f e eh? 

]; . B. Yeah . 

B. t'I. And thi s was a way of l ife that they knew no other . 

EB . Yeah . 

B. M. Well I uess it ' s not all bad is it? 

E. B. Oh no it ' s a nIDI good country dO\lm there , and there ' s nice 
people you 1m ow , t hey ' re real nice people . But the idea 
right nOI you can m~~e a living but before y ou couldn ' t 
male e a:u:Y thi ng . 

B. r .. And y ou don ' t ha ve a sno1:lmmbi l ein your backyard and an 
automobile , a co l o:urtelevision , a \iJashing machine or 
everything eh? _ 

E. B. \~e ll now they do , ~ now the do . 

B. M. They doi now? 

E. B. - Op yeah . 

B. r·1 . :E;verybody ' s ~ot them? 

E. B. Not them al l . No , not them all . 

B. r,1; A lot more than ttheneh? 

E. B. Oh yeah . 

B. I"! . A l i t tle more ( , ) . Brovmey , I ' m just going t 
pause s o that Doug can serve us with s ome of his music . 
We ' re going t o come back . I . w nt -t o continue that topi c 
i n about a moment . 

( MUSIC ) 

'3 . M. Br o\,mey , -n ow we ' ve worked in the bush f or awhile , vlhat 
( ) -sum were you being paid f or your endeavors 
i n the bush back then? ~ How much ,money were you gett i ng? 

E. B. Well if you were working on a wage • ••• 

B. N· ' Yes . 

E. B. ••• '. you ' d et a dollar a da .. 
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B. f.1 . Ii d ollar a day? 

E . B. Ye ah . 

B. H. Now \'lhen y ou sa a dollar a da , you I d be working at a 
camp where you ld be etting y our food as well . Is that 
the idea? 

E. B. Yea h , ou ld get our foo~ t oo yeah . 

B. M. But if au were contracting or job ( ) ? 

E . B. lell you made \',hat ou could malie and If. if ou didn It 
make anytfuing then that was ,just t oo bad . 

B. H. Alright , ho\'l much did you make? How much did you get paid? 

E. B. Well ou couldm ' t make ~±Hgxhx~ n othinc; hardly . ' 
You may work all winter and make fif.ty d ollars or a hundred 
dollars or something . If you \\l~r e c ontractipg on y our 
OVill , if 'all de ended , there was no lumber much there that 
time . Novl it ' s a.ll , grew up again eh? 

B. B. Oh it ' s second growth is there? 

E . B. Yeah . 

B. r'l . All-d y ou ' re talking about ' 13 , y ou ' re talking about the 
120s ; the lade ' 20 s I guess aren ' t ou? 

. E . B. No i n t he ' 0 ' s . 

B . f1 . In the ' 30s eah . VIas the depression , now it was rett 
r ough d own there . What about the depression d o1.\'!l there 
in 1929 to ' 35 or ' 6, 

E .lB Oh i t , was bad . 

B. H. Vlorse ? 

E . B. Oh yeah it ,"va.s really bad. 

B. H. And of c ourse there was no unemplo rment insuranc e then , 
around then . 

E . B. Ther e was j ust n o way you c ould get anything . 

B . ~1 . o . We l l I ' m sur rised more , lell of c ourse some did 
leave . Quite a few came up this wa didn ' t the? 

E. B. . Ye ah , as far as that ' s conGerne~ 

~ 
There was :qNi±:e:xa:da:m an awful l ot of the Engli sh- speaking 

e ople from Gasbay moved out . 
G 

B. N. D1td the ? 
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E. B. An awful lot , oh eah . 

B. r.1 . ell nO,,"l alris:rht , vfhen you say English- speaking , were there , 
VTaS it prodominently english or french down theBe where 

ou . were? 

ITE . 

B. H. 

o E . B. 

B. H. 

°E . B. 

B. f1 . 

E . B. 

B. I'1 • 

E. B. 

B. H. 

E. B. 

'Jell it was all en lish and french altogether . 

The- vrere? 

Th~y still around my place . 

And no prOblel'll"~ 
Jothing , no roblems . 

You didn ' t knoV! , you nmu didn ' t know the differen~e . 

vie never had no roblems . VIe a ll worked otogether , dances 
t ogether , and sang together and we never had no trouble . 

Isn ' t that , that ' s the yay it should be because nobody 
IDr:e:R told ou ",ere dif£erent eh? 

That ' s the \vhole thir:-g . Nobody carne up and said' to me 
well •••• 

( ). 

.. ••• you ' ve got t o be french to et a job or ou ' ve got to 
sta en 'lish to et 8. job . 1;lhatever you were , they hired 
you and that WB.S alright . 

B. li . Nm'l O. K., you ' re livin d01tm there , you s oke english . 

E. B. Ye s . 

B. fll . Did you , could you understand french? 

E. B. No . A few words , a ittle bit . 

B. H. And if the french , he s oke french , but couldn ' t understand 
english . 

E. B. Oh he coul d lmderstand ~nglish too . 

B. f'I . }lore so than we cou d eh? 

E. B. Not them all but a lot ' of them c ould . A lot of t hem you 
don ' t tell the difference if you ' re english or french but 
french , but you can ' t tell the difference • 

B. f'1 . What di d you do for social life dOvffi there? Was dancing 
the ~ie; thin Z 
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B. N Square- dancmg , get a partner there and away she goes", 

E. B. Yeah . They had lots of dancing . 

B. M. And no charge :f~:x:IrnxkxL"<:EH~~ I suppose for that eh? 

E. B. N~ 

~ fvu couldn ' t go if • • •• 

it~. 

• E. B. 

Yeah . vlhat , a lrie;ht , I ' m just thinking of a kid growing 
up down there , you had radio I suppose did ou? 

Yeah radio . 

B. l'1 . Yeah . An movies down there? 

E. B. No . 

B . f'.~ . No movmes? 

E.. Didn ' t see , oh ' in l ater ears I guess there vias the odd 
one but we didn ' t - have no movies . 

13 . f'l . Did ou:in know , did you know that other people did , did 
ou know that you were missing this sort of thing Browney 

E. B. No, you really didn ' t until ou got out to see What ' s 
going on . .... 

E. B. • •• • around the countr • 

B. f1 . P.ny sports dO\m there \',hen ou vere a kid rowing up that 
people came to watch? 

E. B. They h~d ball games and stuff like that . 

B. f'1 • . Did the- . And in the \vinter would the •••• 

E. B. They had a little hockey; 

B. H. Little hocke eh? 

. 13 . Yeah'. 

13 . 1'1 . But ,not too competGrtive and that s ort of thing eh? 

E. B. NO, NO . 

B. M. B t the social thing would be parties and dancing? Is that 
so eh? 
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E. B. Yeah , and la in cards . 

B. r'l .. What did the ~ play ther? 
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E. B. Auction forty- five and ifferenNt games . Head guy with 
the horse and , what they ' d call a horse and cutter . They ' d 
drive three miles , four miles at night to play car's . 

B . rI . They wou d eh? 

E. B. Oh eah . Storms and ever thing . 

B .. f'l . It wouldn ' t matter? 

E. B. Oh no . 

B. H. That was the way to go . 

E. B. Pla ed cards ~Dd' have lunch and drive back home . 

B . ~1 ~ Yeah . 

E .. B. 'If it ot too rough they ' d stay overnight . 

B . t·I " They would eh? Wel l.you alwa TS got enough to eat though 
didn ' t you eh? 

E. B. Oh y ou got enoughto eat . Sometimes it was retty scimpy 
but ... . . 

B. M. 

E. B. 

Yea. , but it was a matter of ready money 'was the thing 
that you didn ' t have much of that I Imow . I know that 
TOU . oune; man , you left home . "'here did you go when ou 
first lef t home? 

ihen I first came 
aVJa fr om hODe , I 

- ,L£ 
\' 

into ,loritreal l\ for the l ast time t o Ruay 
come up with three other guys from m 

home t o ( 
dollars a 

) . And we Got twenty- five 
moD.th and our room and board . 

B. M. ~oing what? 

E. B. UaitIin 
( 

on the student-s and the 
) colle e . 

B. M. Oh -eah , that ' s nice . 

riest in the college , 

E. B. He . had f our c lassrooms there , two students classrooms , 
and then we had another room , the other , it vias not a 
classroom but it was a priest dining room eh? 

B. H. Yeah .. 

E . B. d they had about 'forty~ei ht priest there . 
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B. f1 And you served them eh? 

BlO B. 1;le served the prj,ests and the students . \~e each had a 
turB. in ea ch place and then we had dish , a big dishwasher 
and we ' d do the washing the dishes. 

B. r-q · Who 'l8.S the big dishwasher? You? 

E . B. 'lell each on e toolt his turn on the dishwasher . 
/' 

B. rI . ITo dishwasher machines in -those days . 

E . B. There vms -, I don ' t know vlhat it was , ' they had a ome kind 
of a set up there . 

B . f1 . Til-hat k±mt sort of a Vlai ter are y ou Browney? 
on!:)? 

A pretty g oo 

E B Oh well not exactly . I done everything lilte that . But 
VIe u s ed to VTait on the students and the next ' day vie ' d wait 
on the priests . 

B. M. TVl51lJiY- five dollars a onthE and your ( 
pretty g ood wasn ' t it? 

Yeah it was alright that time . 

) VJas 

Didn ' t" you tell me when 
b e en through Sudbury in 

' ~ 
we were talking earlier H I you 
the early ' 30s . 

E . B. Yeah . 

B. H. Vlhere were y ou oing? 

had 

E . B. \"el l that ' s when I ~ went out west . I went out west 
a few tiIIies . 

B. r'TO Out t o .harvest1 

E .. B. 'le l l looking for a job , in those years you couldn ' t get 
a j ob . In the , I think ' 37 was the best year . They had 
kind of a good crop that t~me •••• 

B. l\1.. Yes o 

E . B. • ••• and ou ' d go to a farmer , well ou see what I ' ve got , 
he ' s says , and if I don ' t have bad luck , I ' ll be able to 
pay ou . 

B. H. You ' re just coming back around ' 35 when it uas ileally bad . 

E . B. Yeah , they ' re just coming back then • 

. B. I·1 . So in 137 you were out for a harvest . ' 
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. E ~ B . Yeah • -" 
B. N. • li01r! did ou et out v!est ? 

\ 

E. B. 'lell on the freight train . 

B.n· Ride the rod? 

E . B. Yeah . 

B. B . ' Did ou? 

E . B. TIiGht from hom~ , ri ht through t o B . C ~ 

B. N. Is that so? And you had to bum for what food you ' d want . 

E . B. \"1e11 ou ' d try to get a few da s work here and there 
if · ou could. If you couldn ' t you had to bum . 

B. H. Yeah , . and lots were doing it the ( 

E . B. Oh there vv'ere all .kind.s of the • 

B. M. Yeah , pretty rough life though? 

) . 

E . B. There ' s one thing I r .emembered , and I seen a picture about 
three or four years ago , exactly the same thing , ( ) 
the rairie and I never forgot ' that . 

B. H. Yeah . 

E . B. There i'laS 130 many men standin at the railroad track waiting 
f.or the freeght and we counted, a hundred and ninety- seven 
hitting one freight , on one side . 

-.. B. N. Is that right? 

E . B.. Now that ' s ..... 

B-. I1 . T"lO hundred men there waiting to get on that train eh? 

E. B. Yeah , 8..Yld they all got on and the. Hounties were pickin 
them off . 

B. r-T . Jere the ? 

E . B. And they ! d jump off of one e.ar 8..Yld mm:IDql:n:N vlhen s he ' d 
get goi~gfaster the ' d mount the other one , and then they 
couldn ' t catch them . 

B. H \'lhat Vlere ou ho ping? On empty boxcars? 

E . B. °ome box cars , some flatcars . 

B.-II . Flatcars eo.h , anything . 
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And they ' d get in and on t op and. into the cars and on the 
flatcars everywhere . 

This would be in Se· te. ber too wouldn ' t it? August? 

Well all durinc the summer . 

Yeah . .. 
Yeah all dJ.ring the sUlllIllBr . 

A l ittle big colder a little E±k later on . It was a c ou 
o wasn ' t it? , 

Oh bo • 

Thine;s E~ b then were better ar'ound here in ' 37 , 
but out west was just coming back wasn ' t it eh? 

Oh yeah , it \'las t ough out there . 

So you went out for a harvest in ' 37 . V-MXx How much a 
da \'lere you getting then? 

Two dollars . 

Two rumti dollars . And working from da ... m t o dust t oo? 

Oh eah , XxX that was from six o ' clock r i ght through til 
about nine o ' clock . 

': know. , I was in there in ' 29 and we were ettine; four 
d-ollars a day . That was big money . That was about , it 
was cmmine; dmm . I think 128 'vIas the las}; big - ear . 

E. B. Yea:b. . 
\ 

B . r·1 . ,And ' 29 started t o come down , and from ther e to I 35 it 
was prett bad and then it started to pick up and ' thin s 
got a little bit better . - Did you like vlOrking on the 
farm out there? 

E. B. Oh I liked the farm yeah . I ~ liked the harvesting . 

B ~ fII . Of course you ,,,ere accustomed tQ hard work anyway weren It 
you? 

E. B. Yeah , I liked it . You had to drive five or six horse s 
together ' on a harvest . 

Ben · Yeah . . And ' there "'Jere , yeah , no combines in those, clays . 
You had a thrashin machine and ou went and stooped , 
( ) QDder the old rack • • • • 

E. B. Yeah; 
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••••• put t ).1e!O t u to a machine ~d , was there a steam 
machine ~ that the had out there when you were on , 
OI was it as? 

No he h d e;as at that time . 

Yeah , some of the (;U s had the old stearn machines . O .. K., 
-ou finished in the fall in the harvest . - v rl:lcka It I S 

usua~l finished in Oc~ober anyway . 

Yeah . 

B. r1 . '/hat did you do? Come back east then? 

E . B. Then I c ame back down east eah . 

B. H. Home? 

E . B. Yeah . 

B. j'i . Did ou have any mone 'I 

E. B. TIT 0 n ohhine; . 

You didn ' t have any mone ? 

E . B. No the same way as ou left .. He l l I had a fe,., dollars , but 
y ou , on YOJar wa down , - ou viere l ookine; for other work eh 

B. 'I · Ob yeah . 

E. B. So y ou ' have to pend some to eat . 
well you didn ' t try to ( 

1:Jhen ou had the mone 
) . 

B. fT . Did you come d01,rffi in c ass or when y ou came back? 

E. B. Oh n o , I come down on the freight train . 

B. rT . Did ou? The same way as TOU went up eh? 

E. B. Yeah , yeah . 

B . rI . 'Jell y ou ' :fte done-, ( ) • You wonder :whRJ(x 
wh you didI1 ' t cont~ue on out to the coast when y ou were 
at it . So ou got back home and things wouldn ' t be much 
bet'-er down in the GAsbay would it ~ 

E .. B .. No . 

B. I'1 . You had a , ou had another trip up to f·10ntreal didn ' t you1 
. Didn ' t y ou wor.k in l'1ontreal for a1:Jhile? . 

E . B.. \,lell I vJorkecl in I1ontreal :fi:Imex y quite awhile too Teall . 
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B. H. Did 'ou? 

E. B. Yeah . 

B. rl . Was that the place , I was just thirtkin , for the l1'>:u:¥R 
fello'vls do\'ffi in the Gasba , that would be the big center 
to ~ ) . 

E?B 

B. H. 

E. B. 

B.H. 

E. B. 

B. N. 

E. B. 

Yeah , yeah . 

Y u ' d GO to f.1ontreal because you ' d probably get work 
tilere . 

Yeah . 

. . here else did you work in l"1ontAJreal? 

Northern Elect ric • . 

Northern Electric . 

Yeah , I started at Northern Electric , it vJas , that ' s when 
I joined the army from ther~ . 

B.M. Oh did TOU? 

E. B. Started Iflith thirty- seven cents an hoUl~ • 

. B. H· Thirty- seven aents an hour? 

E. B. Yeah . 

B . H. What "<tlere you , what was Northern El ectric doing? ;Jhat 
were they making then? 

B. Be \"Je ll they make cable . 

B "H. Oh es . · 

B. B. Al l kinds of cables . 

3 . 1. I see , and that ' s \'lhat -·ou \Vere on there eh? 

E. B. Yeah . 

13 . 11 . Then ·you joined the army from there? 

E. B. mmhh , then I went to B. C. 

B.M. Out to B. C? 

E. B I went to Petawawa for , oh I guess six or ei ht months . 
and then we \ _t out to B. C. then . 

/ . 
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B. H. So ou ' ve seen Canada coast to coast haven ' t you? 

E. B. Oh yeah, I ' ve been out to B. C. a couple of times . 

B. H. Have y ou, ' You -now this country pretty well? This land 
of ours? 

Ed3 . Oh yeah . 

B. H. And does Gasbay still look pretty nice to you as far as 
ap earance is concerned? 

E. B. Oh it doesn ' t look as nice as the rest of the country' 

B. I1 . I i> doesn ' t eh? • 
, 

E. B. No no . Beautiful l and , it ' s nice down t .her e · and every
thing but it ' s not as nice as up around here . 

B. M· V hat , O. K., vmat are winters like down in the 'Gasbay when 
you ' re ,{:;hat clo'se to the sea out to where ou ' re getting 
out everywhere? 

E. B. Hell it ' s pretty well the same as it is. around here . 

B. M. Same as Sudbur ? 

E"B • . Yeah . 

B. N. About the same amount ' of snow and:t:R:rrnI tern urature-wise? 

E. B. Yeah . 

11 11 d t 1 more t"l' nds off ~. +t""""".,e.-.,;......-... ,' e 0 you ge. more ga es , " b .""-""~ ocean 
by virtue by where you are? 

E. B. No I wouldn ' t sa 
t o t e ocean . If 
you don ' t get the 

it VIaS an more unless ou ' re out close . 
ou tre away about three miles 1,.,ell then 

( .) . 
B. M. You don ! t et it eh? 

• 
E. B. No .-

B. r·I. No\·l. p:p here in Sudbur-y lots of peo le com lain about there ' s 
no sprinG as such . You go from winter t o summer a lmos t . 
Ihat about dovm i n the Gasbay? 

E. B. Yeah it ' s no df ffefht . 

B. H. W It is? 

E. B. The same thin · yeah. 

B. n Pretty well' the same down there eh? 
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E. B. Oh yeah , yeah it l s the same thing . 

B.n. Hell you come back here in r·1 Qntreal workin for Northern 
Electric . Why , \!Ih did you leave there? 

E. B. \,1ell I just joined the arm • 

B. n · I see , and aft er the army? 

E. B. I l>Ient dovm one day and I says 1 1m going to join the army .. 
Then ylhen I left B. C., I \Vas disc arged from B. C. I was 
sick :khRrR for awhile there , in the hospital and then when 
I caPle out of the hospital , well after I vias discharged , 
I came right t o rlont:r;.'eal. 

B. H You get around don ' t you? .. 
B. B. -7 T ma jor in the army \'Jas flaj ort101son , Harr f1 01son . 

B. H.. From r1 01son ' s Brewery . 

E. B. AIld e vIaS a pretty good friend of m~ne,. Yeah . In them 
days -in the arm , when you got thirt dollars a month . 

B. r'l . Yeah . 

E ~ B . But if they called a long weekend during the week , and they 
cal1.ed a long weekend that week aDd it \'\fasn ' t pa day , ou 
didn ' t have any rrione~ . So a lot of the guys would say , 
well we ' ll have t o borrO\v mon~ , how are we going to borrow 
it . To go home 1m eh , the ' d want to e;o home because it 
wasn ' t very much eh to . go home . 

B. H. Yeah . ' 

E. B. -I used to come t o Montrea l . 1ell 1e ' d go to Moldon ' s • 

• rl . He 'd advance you mone • 

E ~ B . Some guys , not all guys . 
to and then when you e;ot 
say don ' t" et ( 
and pay me . 

R.n. I see . 

~he odd guy he 's . advance mone 
paid , you ' d walk over , and he '~ 

) over here , just come over 

E . B. ( ) godd C;Uy that via • 

B. H. 1ell that sounds interesting . 

B. B.. But he asked me before I was dis , after I -was discharged if 
I wanted to work in the brewery , but I was ltind of anxious 
t o get out of the arm the wa things \vas going . I said , 
no , I don ' t now what I ' m going tJo do. I didn ' t te l l hi m 
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So final 1 I Vlent down and worked in the breviery anyway . 

D. H. \·Jell \',e ' ll talk about hhat and a few other tliings too 
Brovmee but again let I S ause while Doug f2.ets in a little 
music and then we ' ll continue . 

B. B. 

E.iS 

B. M. 

E .. B • . 
B. N 

E. B. 

B. N .. 

E. B •. 

B. r·1 . 

E. B. 

-B . B. 

~E . B . 

B ~H . 

E •• 

B. f1 . 

E. B. 

B.T-1 . 

E. B" 

. B. N. 

E. D .. 

O;USIC) 

Bro1tmie , oudo get around. Did you work in ' the brewery 
then f or Holson finall eh? 

No , I worked , I \vorked for a1tlhile f or a .Blackhorse . It 
\'las Blackhorse Brewery . 

SH I remeber • ••• 

I vlOrked in there f or awhile •. ' Dog •••• 

Doughs Blackhorse . 

•• • • Dough ' s Blackhorse yeah . 

That used to be the favorite brewery . You bogght it in 
quart bottles . 

It was good too . 

I know . 

It was real beer . 

You know that don ' t you? 

Oh eah . 

I know that I ' \lIas down in r10ntreal in those earl ' days , 
and I remember ever ody asked for Elackhorse . 

At that t ime ·they were shipp inc beer overseas .. Those bi 
Vlooden crates with fort - eiGht quarts in each one . 

I'lere they . 

For the arm eh? 

Blackhorse . :Ar1d they had the beautiful black horse that they 
used to put arow1d the streets sometimes . 

Yeah . 

Sa you ' ve been around a ot because you ' ve , you steamboated 
for a 'lhile then too didn ' t ou? 

Yah . 
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B. f.1 . \'/hen ' was this? ,i' hen did this fit in? 

E. B. 'ell in the ' 40s . 

B.M. mn the ' 40s . 

E. B. Yeah I reall y left Ilontrea in:ldllf ' 46 and then I went , 
l ater on I went up to head the hi.es . 

B.H. You were steemboating , you started steamboating in 1946? 

E. B. No I started in , after I ' came out of the arm , in ' 43 ~ 

B. H. ' L~3 , ' eah . 

E. B. But there w s a ( 
too • . 

BeM. Vlere you? 

) . beIore that vIe were sailing 

E. B.. Before I 1:lENT in , bef ore I "'lent to the Northern Electric 
to work eh? 

B. N '; That was about the onl job you could get I guess in these 
do. s ±R wasn ' t it eh? 

E. B. ell we took whatever we could get . 

B. I'T · \' hat l ine fere ;§lOU with? 

E. B. Ccuada Steamship . 

B. Il . Ca~a o. Steamship line? 

E. B. Yeah . 

B . t1 . And on the ( 

E. B.. Yeah • 

.. n. That ' s the old canne. ' boat that used to 0 .throu ·, h before 
the \ellins Canal was open . 

E. B. Yeah . 

B. r'1. The small one . That was before theSt .. TIawrence t oo . You 
.... 'ent through the old canel and do\'lU through Cardinal and 
all those placeB o 

E. B. Yeah . 

B. rI . That was a lone; ~ trip wasn ' t it down to the seas . Hard 
to get through allthat . 

E. B. Yeah . 
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B?,? But that was before 'lJhe da's \v11en the bie; boats couldn ' t 
go, couldn ' t g o b~yohd what , Kingston . 

E . B. Yeah . 

B .. r.1 . ' el no , couldn ' t 0 u , no the cou dn 1t g o be and 
I1ontreal . That ' s ri ht because the first lock wasn ' t 
there was it? 

E . B. No , you c ouldn ' t g o b rlontrea l. 

BS1. That ' s true . Two hundred , what was it , two hundred and:
fifty feet or something like that? 

E . B. ' About that I uess . 

B ~ r'1 . Yeah . I'lell h01:1" lon ' did ou steamboat? 

E . B .. I'ell ' two surnlltms .. ' One summer I 1:1asn ' t all year there , bu 
the next one was pretty well all year . 

B. H. You were eh? And what were you doin ?, Deckhand? 

E.. Deckhand and then vmtchman . 

B. rl . You vere eh? Did yeu Ii -e steambeating? ' 

E . B. Oh reah te a certain extent . 

B. li . eu saw a little mere .of the ceuntry too . 

E . B. Oh 'ea • 

B. H • .And that wouibd be, if you were en a package ferry , you ' d 
be taking !lackage freight up from n ontreal te the head 
.of the lakes . ' 

E . B. Yeah . 

B. rI . .And brine;i.ng Grain dmm . Semetimes fleur maybe? 

E . B. Everything . ' Comin dm'ln , T,'le brine; a lways rain . 

B . r'i . Ahla -s -rain eh? 

E . B. Yeah ali-lays Grai n . 

B: f1 . And then y eu h d teclean out all the hese befere puttin 
the ( ) • 

E . B. Oh that \'las quite a jeb teo . 

- B . t:l . Sure a bie jeb eh? 

E.B . Oh the dust , '1~~ M WVcC c\., \;~ ~ ~ b . -
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B . 111 . And you know people 
I ste mboated too I 
rJorked twelve hours 
six on and six off . 
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don ' t real mze that I resume because 
knO"I . And in my da we \'Jorked , , ou 
a day , s-even days a week . You vforked 
Is that :bight? 

E. B. ~reah . 

B. r1 . 

~ .. 
e{J~ 

(H1~. 

t(3 ~ 
tb M~ 

And they did in our time too e 

'ight - f our dollars a week . 

Oh eah . 

And nobod though.t an more of it? Did you? 

TO it '-TaS just the same as we have now . 

You never had 'an long slee - ins because bv ' the time , 
\'Jhen you got off watch and ou would eat , and'et ready 
end 0 to bed , you might have three or four hoursE sleep 
because you had to get up in time to go on our watch 

\ 

vlOuldn ' t - ou? If ou were on six to twelve ••••• _~e...,.ej ~ 
~ ,~v>o....-c 

Oh eah , ou ' d have to go on our watch for~. 

B.ll . You got used to that thou h1 

E. B. Oh yeah . 

13 . H· A oung fellow , didn ' t do him an harm . Did you tell me 
that Yvu \'lorked at Falconbridge at one time? 

E . ;I3 . Yeah I was i'lith Falconbridge , I came there in the summer 
and the next sprin5 , I worked for them the ne t s rin 
and then we e;ot called back on the boat . That was the 
sprinG of ' 45 , and we ot called back qp th~ 'boat , my 
friend and I and we ~q1i±xkx: both quit and ivent on the 
boat ~ 

B ~ H . You thought the e was bett er steamboatin than \"lorking out 
there did you? 

E. B. \1ell we di dn ' t like it under round . 

B.r-l · You didn ' t eh? 

E . B. No , it VIas too vIe t and ever thing . 

B.H. \Je l l I was vlOndering about coal minin ' dovm ' around ..... 

E. B. I never dome none of tat . 

B.H. You didn ' t eh? 

B. B. No . 
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Did many of the fellovJS from down home go to there . 

Not around my place there wasn ' t very many . 

No eh? 

They ' re mostly from Nova Scotia and t hat place . 

Yes , and the Cape Bretan area . 

Yeah . 

126 

Now you , you came here to Sudbury , like you worked at 
'Falconbridge and went back s~eamboating , when did you come 
here to Inco to hire on? 

' 51 in January . 

In 1951 . What about ' all the time in between that sir? 

Well I worked different places e It ' s pretty hard to stay . 

Gee , I you .. .... . 

\'lhen I left here on the boats in the fall , vTe tied up the 
boat in Fort William •••• 

Fort \Jilliam yes • 

•••• and I went to the 'bush camp for the pttch and timber . 

Oh did you? 

Yeah . 

'lay up north there? 

And I stayed ' 46 , I stayed , I 'las up there a couple of 
years :1dmID;r in the bush . 

Was that better thaa cutting ·timber do\vu in the your part 
of the coun~ry? 

Oh yeah , yeah . It was good up there . That was good 
that time in the C ). 
You mean good tEE pay , good fo od , good everything . 

Good everything eh? 

You had a little, you didn ' t just have bean and salt pork 
there eh? 

No, you had everything there . 

Is th.at so? 
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Yeah . And then I left there in the fall and I came dovm 
to Toronto and I stayed there over winter . 

Did- you Vlork in Toronto? 

Yeah I worked there in Toronto on differEnt jobs . 
That ' s when I vlent. to 0 'Keefe ' s there . 

E. B. Yeah . 
Q 

B. M The bre1ery? 

E. B. Yeah . Then I left O' Keefe in ' 49 and I came up -and went 

B. H 

E.B. 

B. M. 

R. B. 

.' ,.M • 
E. B. 

B. M. 

E/. B. 

B . r-1 . 

E. B. 

to the bush c-amps again and then came back to Inco . 

The bush camp where , nowth of Fort Willimm at the "head of 
lakes? 

I was up at Regan for awhi le.v 

Regan? Regan? Regan? 

This is · the ide" of maritovm . 

Oh it is .. On the north side of Lake Superior • 

Yeah . 

That ' s a cold spot up there isn ' t it? 

Yeah . 

But you ' re used t o that . 

But I "Jorked on crlmstruction tha,t fall ' til, ' til 
December, the last of De~ember and then I came down to 
Sudbury and' I stayed with a friend therefrom my home and 
he \'las lorking herEl a So I stayed there for a couple of 
wee s and I got 0Q~with Inco·. 

B. M Now when you got fMf911a there in 1951 , where did yOl~ 
start? - . 

E. B. : Well I started at Copper Cliff . I was there for about 
maybe four vleeks . 

B. M- 1:Jhereabouts in Copper Cliff? ( )? 

E. B. We was just rl~x labourers cleaning up around different 
jobs . / 
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B.N. 

E . B ~ 

B. M. 

E. B. 

B. N. 

E. B. 

B . 1'1 . 

E. B • 
.. 

B. I'-1 

E. B. 

B. lVI . 

E. B. 

B~ f1 

E. B. 

B. N. 

E. B. 

B"H. 

Yeah . And then \\There did you get sent to? 

I went to Creighton Mill when it opened up . 

When the new .mill opened up? 

Yeah . 

That was in 151 eh? 

Yeah . 

mmhh . 

It opened up in FebruarY ' of ' 51 . 

Is~e, and what were you doing in the mi ll? 

Well I walked the tailing line for ...... 

Oh you pa:brolled did you? 

Yeah, and then I went in the pump station as p.umpman. 

169 

Yeah~ That pa~rolling , did you find that rather lonely . 

It wa.s cold. 

Cold eh , it wasn ' t bad eh? 

Oh no-, you got .used to it . It \\Tasn ' t so bad. ' Lots of 
bad days but •••• 

Oh and l ots of good days too eh? 

E •• B I guess if i t was somebody that wasn ' t used t o that kind 
of stuff , he wouldn ' t be able t .o do it .. 

B. M. 'ell you had been outdoDrs a lot and you had more j obs 
than any ten people that I ' ve ever talked to • 

. E. B. 

B. r1 . You vlere never able to · accumulate any money or anything 
were you? 

E. B. No no no . 

B. N. You were jU-Tnping from , how .. .... 

E. B • . Because you only could work s o l ong in ' one place , a few 
on Bonstruction the job ,,,ould be done ••• 

B. M. Yes . 
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E. B. • ••• ~om' d have to G9 and look for something else . You 
couldn ' t go to the employment office to get anything . Yo« 
had to go and look for s omething . 

B. M. Yourself . 

E. B. True . 

B. M· You had t9 ~et off your butt and hust mm for yourself then 

E. B. I never got , I never got , -dre if any unemployment insurance. 
in my life . 

B. H. 

E. B .. 

b.m. 

E. B. 

B. M. 

E. B. 

B. M. 

E. B. 

B. M. 

E. B. 

B. M. 

·E. B. 

B. M· 

E. B. 

B . IJI . 

E. B. 

B. M 

And I ' m proud of you . 

And anything , relief of any kind . 

You had to travel and look f or a job . That was all . 

Yeah . 

And that vias , that ' s the way it . was shall \ife say eh? 

Yeah . 

( ) . 

mmhh . 

You ' worl:ed , they <closed , when they closed the Creighton 
Mill where did you go? 

Well they shipped me out to Levack for about four 1;leeks , 
then I digged out of t here to Claribelle . 

Oh yeah , . that ' s a beautiful place eh Claribelle? 

Yeah , add then I digged from Claribeile over on the crane 
at Stobey. 

Oh that ' s the first Stob~ Mill •. 

Yeah . 

Both were new milms and that ' s \tlhere you 1twundup eh? 

Oh yeah , pretty good bun9h of guys -00 work vlith too 

Oh yeah , you couldn ' t get a better place than that eh? 
So you didn ' t · go , you didn ' t , finally a.fter you got set 
here in ' 51 , you didn ' t decided you ' d go back- to Gasbay 
then eh? 

E. B. No , no I didn ' t . I went daVID for a fev! trips but I didnt 
d decideM, I ·never •• •• 
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B. M. You figured working on this side of the money eh? 

E. B. ~eah . 

B. rli · So you·' re married ;Browney aren It you? 

E. B. Yeah . 

B. f'1 . v,lhen were you married? 

E. B. ' 62 . 

B. f-1 . 962 . Where did you , is your wife from doltm east? 

E. B. - No whe ' s from Nanitoulin Island . 

B. r1 . Manitoulin Island , and did you m,eet her there? 
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E. B. No I met her:g here in SliI.dbury . She wa-s married before . 

B. M. I see , and how did you manage t o meet her? 

E. B. Well throggh some friends that I used to stay with _and 
they knew her . 

B. M. mmhh . I mean , do you have any family? 

E. B. 'Iell there ' s three but they ' re my l:life ' s fe.mi~y . 

B. M. Oh I see . Axe they around in t he area here? 

E. B.. Well one guy is on ( ) , at Ineo here . 

B. M.. I see . 

E. B. And the other guy. works for the engineers in Toronto . He 
liffes dOVl.1!1 there , and my step- daughter there , she ' s in 
Arizona . 

B .. M. ,Oh well they ' re really spread around a little · aren ' t they 
and Arizona , well you ' ve got somebody t o visit down there 
if you want to go eh? 

E. B. Yeah we were down there in ' 73. 

B. H. Wer e you? Did you like that part of the country? 

E. B. 011 yeah it ' s mice . dm,yn there . 

B. H. Now is the air s dry ast~ey say it is? 

E. B. Oh yeah it ' s dry . 

B. M. You really thought it \'las godd because you ' d come from 
a place with ( ). 
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E. B • . The on ly di f erence do\·m there , there ' s n o wat~r eh? 

I mean ...... 

13 . H. \'Je l l y ou ' d come fr om where there ' s l ots of, water . 

E. B. Yeah it make s a diff erence . 
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B. I\1 · Y- u kn0\1, eople clnn ' t r eali ze , t his is northeJm Ont ario, 
, t fiere ' s so much wat er it ' s xx hard t o get used t o a pla c e 

where t her e ' s s o l ittle isn ' t it? 

E . B. Yeah , yeah it is . 

B. M. We are ' blessed . 

E . B. Yeah we are , we ' ve got everythi ng here . 

B. I'-1 . Oh yeah., there ' s just n o question . 

E. B. Like I told the guys , y ou can step outside and fa l l in th 
lalce . 

BerI . Yeah isn.' t that beautif ul and dOi'm t he;v ' re j ust sear ching 
f or i t . You , did y ou , I was yust ' t fumru{ing , y ou had had 
so many jobs , before , I was j ust wondering vlhen y ou came 
to Inco in 1951, vlhy y ou suddenly 'decided , let ' s ' say at 
t hat time , youwere , you were gett i ng on in years t oo 
weren ' t , you? 

E . B. Yeah . 

B .. M. XXX~ You \veren ' t a kri!.danymor~ 

E. 13 . No . 
/ 

B. M. Did y ou f i gure it was about time y ou s ettled dovm?, 

E . B. Oh y eah , I f i gured , well I f i gured it was , xNRxx t he place 
that I ' d lik e to stay . , 

B. M" You liked the community and s o f or t h . 

E . B. Yeah , and I l iked t he place I ' wa s ",!ork i ng and I never had 
no k l Cks about it . 

B. M. Who was in charge of the mill at ...... 

E. B. Maan McMullan . 

B. M. Oh yea h . vlho was ' at Clari@elle? Wa s Marty Ferlow over 
there vlhen you ere over . at , no , 1 mean at Frood? 

E. B. FrDod , Peru was there f or aw ile . 

B. M. Yea h t a t ' s r i ght . 



.> 

BROiN 

E. B. Yeah. 
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B. '! . 'el you had s ome e;ood people there you worked for any
way . 

E. B. Oh ~ sure • 

. B. 1* But yourself eh? 

E. B. eah . 

B. ]\1 * . I want t o just ti.e up a few ends Brownie with you , but 
again \ e ' re going back to our friend Doug a.p.d a little 
music and then we ' ll come bac~ and conclude! 

(MUSIC ) 

B. M. Jow that your wandering have caased , I think that ~ s what 
vle s ay isn ' t it? 

E. B. Yeah.' 

B. M. You I don ' t think you Rg regret - a llthe travell ing t hat yo"fl. 
did do eh? 

E. B. Oh no . 

You have probably · seen and experienced 
of places and j obs taan most eople in 

greater variety 
ife baven ' t you? 

E. B. Yeah , yeah . 

Bf.r So y ou can get a little bet ter appreciation of . ..... 

E .. B. 011 yes . 

B. r·l . * .,Of a job? You have a. home in Sudbury? 
-

E .. B. Yeah . 

B,1'1? A camp? 

E. B. Yeah . 

B. M. Wher e? 

E. B. Pinage . 

B. l'1 . Pinage? 

E. B. CaroJ? is on i a age yeah . 

B. 1'1 . 1es . Do you spend most of the s ummer t here? 

E. B. Not all the summer, but we go there quite a lot . 
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B. M. 

E. B. 

B. r'! · 

E. B. 

B. M. 

E. B. 

o y ou? 

Yeah . 

You like that eh? 

Oh yeah it.' s nice . 

~::brexYour vlife ' s from r·lanitoulin . 
t o the island? 

Oh y~Rh we ~o there often . 

B. M. · Ni~e place . 

E. B. Yes ,-t ' s nice up hhere . 
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Do you ever c o over 
( 

B. l'-1. Does it remind of you of home, Is , tell me , is the Ga bay 
anything similar to what 1e see around here cOtUltry-wi~e? 

E. B.. Oh yeah . There ' s not ·the rock s there is here , but it ' s 
s omething the same . 

B. H· Do y ou go bacc thereoccasionally? 

E. B. yeah I vTaS dmm last summer . 

B. M .• And O. K. , that ' s rather interesting . How are things som 
t here now? 

E. B. ·Joll it ' s better n ow , it ' s a lot better kNEw: n ov1 .. 

-B. l'! . Have they changed much from when you were a kid growinG 
· up there? 

E. B. Oh yeah it ' s changed a lot,. 

B. I'1. It has oh? 

E. B. It ' s changed like every other place . Not as much , but I 
mean . ,., 

.B . r~ . '/hat wo Id there be to cause it to change? Because what 
is there dovm there nm" to give lork to anyb o y? 

E. B. 'leI they have a paper mi 1 at home . 

B. M. Oh have they? 

E. B'. They buil , the " summer , they built a big pa er mi ll 
there bout ten years ago I guess . 

B. M. So that gives some employment eh? 

E. B. Yeah , an differ:ent other things started up . 
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B. r1 . And unemployment insurance . 
I 

E.B. Yeah there ' s a mine there not far from my place . 
I 

B. r( Oh is there? 

E. B. A copper mine :t:;ruo:R you lrnow "around there . 

B. r'1. ~Jell that helps . 

E. B. They employ a lot of people there . 

B. r-1 . So thatpeople do have a little bit of money there". 

E. B. Oh "t hey all have money when you ' re dOvID there . I don ' t 
kno " where they get it all . 

~ . H . 'lould you like to iffe back do 'In "there rather than up 
here? " 

-
E. B. 'No I don ' t think so . 

B.M. You don ' t think so . 

E. B. No . 

B. t'! . I t ' s , nice to go through but that ' s" about the size of it 
eh? You do become attached to a place and you ' ve seen 
both coasts and the center of the country •••• 

E o B. Yeah . 

B. M. • ••• and you thiruc this is just about as good a place as 
any . 

E. B. Oh yeah . 

B. M. A~ most of us do . 

E. B. Especially if ou want to go fishing or s omething , there ' s 
lakes all around and you can , bush and l akes and it ' s nice 
to get out . 

B. M. Beautifully , actually it is . You , ou like t o fish a 
lit Ie . You ' re active in the church? 

E. B. Yea~ . 

B. M. Vlhich one? 

E. B. United Church on ( Street . 

B. t1 . Oh All Peoples . That ' s ( ) old church isn ' t 
it? 
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E. B. 011 ~eah . He ' s a real , yeah , • •• ~ 

B.H. ino ou remember ( ) 
years ago . I don ' t know if you remember that? 

E. B. No I don ' t know. 
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B.M. But e said , ( ) he is the closest 

E •• 

B. I1 . 

E. B. 

E. B. 

t hing to a saint that I know of . Ed xIDonmx n ow is 
t eacling what , Indian study at the university . 

Yeah . 

vfuo looked after your church? 

Dr . Scott , from the ~ university . 

Oh y'eah sure . , You ' ve got a nice YQUnG fellovl up there noW 
eh? 

Very nice uy . ) step- son . 

i .ft. Everybody likes him . 

~JIEo you manae;ed to kee yourself prett busy ' then eh? 

E. B. 011 yes , we ' re bus worldne; around the home and putting 

~ 
You never have any complaints from my' wife of my wo~ : • ~. 

• f.1 . You ' d be a s on of a san. You id go crazy Tilf ou didn ' t 
"fOrk . 

E. B. \'hen I too~ my pension l ast February , for three months 
I didn ' t know uhat to do with myse lf . I had less t o Gto 
but I Vias \'lai ting to , I \'lanted to go to ltlOr in the ~ 
morning ,\'111en I got up . 

B. N. You ' re li -e the old fire horse , as soon as the bell rings 
eh? ' 

E. B. Yeah , right awa • 

B. N. VIe I it_' s certainly been interestin and ver - leasant 
visiting \vith you Broltmie and I want to tharik you very 
much for coming in and sharin some of your memories of 
the cool down east shall we sa , and XbxR the rest of the 
country that ~{ you travelled over "'lith us today , 'but 
thank you Brownie Brc m for being our guest today on 
Hemories and Husic , ; 

E. B. Thank you . -
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