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ERVIEWEE: George Passi 
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APE NO : 91 
INTERVI EWER: 

THEME: 

D •• 

G. P. 

D. M. 

G. P. 

Now riends and neighbours we have a ver;z: we comoed gues 
on "Memories & Mus · c " today , Mr. George 1'assi. George 
retired just on October the 1st , 1970~ . Now irst 0 a 
g George what were you doing when you retired and how ong 
have you been x with Inco? . 

WeI Iactua y , my continuous service wi th I nternationa 
Jicke is about 42~ and the Ol ast 2~ years that I worked , I 

worked in the Electrical echani cal Engineering off· ce as 
a supervisor on insta l ations . 

Right now you mentioned a so before the k~ broadcast the~ 
you, something about the difference a out when did you retire 
and when you official y retired something l ike that , what 
was that? 

Well Thad accumu ated , of };<?urse , quite a bit of time on 
spec · ~ leave and of course'1Yacation time was added on so 
I .. v ' my la.st days in June . : . 

D.M. Right now well George Passi , P , a , doub e s , i , I think that~ 
a Finnish name , is that true? 

G.P. Yes it is , yes . 

'1 M. And the irst impression that I get of you is that you were 
in good condit-ion:;. do you , do you make a gmm: effort to keep 
in good shape . 

G"P . Oh yes , yes do quite a -bJt ' o wor ing and l' do the Roya ° 

Canadian Airforce (uninte igi~ e ) exercises quite 0 ten. 
'f\ \\ 

D. . ow this is starting to give a itt e trut to th · s , you ' v 
seen these ads on , on 'IV . about the average 21 year 0 d 
Canadian is about as goo shape as he 2 , the 62 ye~r 0 d 
sweed or something , something in that . 

G. P.. Oh definitely agree w· th that. 

• ~x A · right Ge ge now fou are innish yo were not actua y 
born in Fin and , you were born in Canna. 

G. P. Yes I ~was born in Samanar in Britishg Co umbia. 

D.M.ln what year? 

G. P. 19 9 

'1M. An • • • id you grow up in Samanar? 

GeP . 0 I was just a baby when I was brought into the ° udbury 
area . Actua y to he itt Ie place ca ed the ond 1ine 
9ut 25 . es west of u bury . 
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D. M. Your father, of course, an mother wou d be Finnish right? . 
• P. Yes 

• • 

G.P .. 

. M. 

G.P .. 

D. M. 

G. P. 

D. M. 

G. P. ' 

D. M. 

G.P. 

D., • 

G • • 

What id your ather do? 

v for the C.P •• when he came to this country 
a~d he actua y when was born he 'was XkR a section oreman 
out west for the C.P. R. and when we came to this area. He 
started working in the mines , at the ond Mine . 

We now one t hing that occurs to me , wkx~ what, what brought 
yo r father to, to Canada . Just sort i n search of adventure 
or') what? 

I from what, w from what I can remember he , the , the possibi i ­
t ies of bringing up a family in Finl and was not so good in 
those years and he , we had some re atives in Cana a and ,througb 
correspondence he began to :n:i~ realize ' that the ~Fl~fiJ: opport­
unit~es or , bringing up a ami y were much better , ma much 
better in Canada . 

Right we'l then as you say he , was: he was a section foreman 
think you sa ' d and he came to Mond and went to work in the 

mine . I guess this wou d be the , money maybe the differ-
ence here , eh? 

We it was , one reason that he left the railroad was there 
was a £ difference in money. ' I think 't was a differenee of 
about 5 cent s a day at that time. But the other reason , of 
course , was he was a young ~u.,ction foreman out west and he 

, wou d have been trans erred l.nto a very , xII[fiJ: II[ remote part of 
the country out west and he didn ' t quite agree with that . 
He was a young man bringing up a young amily and this ~± 
kind of when against his way of thinking and he ~ J 

\" nl'lfJ -\ hi.!>c r .Jf"> -:'''' " 

H was a , he was a t hinker , eh? He unin e l.gl. Fe) ~ h " ~ 
,~. 

That ' s right . 

He ~ight have made a good chess player . Well now George you 
woul'O.~hen go to schoolx in Mond. Any schhol mat'es or ,anything 
anybody around that, you went to school with . 

WeI there ' ~ not too many , it was a smal viI age on the , 
there weren ' t too many actua y going to ,the school. But a , 
in this particular area , in the Sudbury area ,there ' s not too 
many . There ' s •• • one fellow , of course , that ' s Ear Muckfor 
who went to school at the time I went to school . Mona Anderson 
rs. Mockford also we were going to school together and there 

are a few , ~ot too many around . 

aybe some of them mayluR be listening to thi s lumxa broadcast . 
ay e bring ack some memories . ' 

Yes it cou d be . 

D. M. Were you , I ' m going to ask you now . Were you a good student? 



3 

G. P. Oh I wou d say just average . 

(,,~, I 

rD. M. 

see , yeah , you ' re just paying it safe this time xs so as 

ow I think you , XHRX you took quite an interest in athletics 
at that time , is that right? 

Oh es . 
used to 
used to 

Even in schoo years I played baseball , s occer . We 
~ p ay when I was in the eighth grade . Our teacher 
be the pitcher and we used to ~ p ay against the 
used to catch for him , and a , and a we done pretty man . 

we too at times . 

D.. The ~mlq young , the young Finn takes up baseball in other 
f'lords . 

G. P. That ' s right . 

D. M. Just mto thin of it , what ' s the nationa sport 0 Finl and? 
( uninee ligib e ) what 'would you think , 

G. P. Winter sport , of course , i s has a ways been sk ' ing . 

D . M ~ Right . 

G. P. And t at goes lay bac when that was about the on y means of 
transportation • 

. D.. Right . 

G. P. Summer sport , of course , they p ay.soccer. 

D. M. Yeah' that ' s right . 

G. P. And they do track and field , o course , it has been quite 
popular in £agx Finaand and now , of course , they have hockey 
as well (unintelligible2 ' 

D ~ M . (uninte ig ' b e ) giving our , giving our clubs some fair y' 
good agruments . 

G. P. They' ve taken up hockey and they ' re not doing too bad at . 
al . They just xx have a very few 0 the artifica rinks 
in Fin and and wou d say i n the coming years , . that they 
cou d possib .y ••• play hockey quite we 1 . 

D. . WeI now George I xhappen to know that you were specia 
interes in the , the . (u~) I thin . 

Ket-fo..'+ho(\-: 
G.P. Wel / when was a young fe ow yes I used to pick pocket 

and trac and:f± ' e d sports and the ac ities that they 
had we we didn ' t do too bad actua y . . 

D. M. WeI tSNx just , so that we ' re K certain that everybody wil 
now what we ' re ta king about . This the Kal athon , that ' s 

a wide hing of a , 0 high 'ump , broad jump , shot ·put and 
things ike that , eh? 



G. P. 

D. M. 

G. P. 

D.M. 

4 

Yes there ' s 1 dif erent events . ow there ' s the three 
j umps , k there ' s the three throws and the four runs . 

ow before the kmx broadcast also we wer e tal king a mlittle 
bit about the amazing di erence in the times ,ax« in , in 
the~ jumps , in the run , in' the XmI: races and the heights 
in the jumps between now and XRXXS say the , the 20 ' s and 
30 ' s and you have s ome prett y ~fiNtxg definite ideas on 
tha • 

Well de initely . Nowadays the , we take a youn~ boy or 
a young man ~ and ~ maybe the coaches and the traine+s wi 
actua y pick one e ent an N he wil become a specia ist 
in that event and 0 course , ' they ' ve , the times and the 
distances have 'ust gone way , way fantastic compared to what 
they were ' n the days that I used to take par t in xx track 
and ' ie d . 

ight rink a though guess the ,. how about the , the distance 
runners ,and , and XHRXX (uninte l ' gib e ) stil rates pretty 
~k kgix high , doesn ' t he ? Have hey(- his marks? , 

G. P. Oh they have , I , I ' m·not too sure whe her he has any of his 
records left . he , the great part a Gut that e ow was that 
he was so ve'rsati e . ,He could run the short distance as we 
as xgg the onger «x« distance~. 

D. M. 

G.P. 

D~ • 

G. P. 

D.M . 

G. P. 

D. M. 

G. P. 

Right . 

nd , of course , he was one of the ear ier runners that , that 
performed and I' m not sure whether his , whether he has any 
more records t o ks his name . 

But he ' IS a sti 1 a national idiol in Finland . 

Oh ~i: de initel y , definite y . 
I 

Incidental ly or any of our . Y ~ounger " isteners we ' re ta king 
,about (un ' nte ligible ) . 

That s right , .that ' s , right . 

We now George , incidentally £Xx fr ' ends and neighbours we ' r e 
chatting with George Passi , who retired £~X from Inco on 
Octo er the 1st , 1970 . George ~ettipg backk to your schoo 

ays or your , your youth in ond. I guess iving in ond 
and , an gett~ng to Sudbury was quite an event'. It wasn ' t 
quite as simp e as these days , x g right? 

o very much s o . There as a ra,il' oa 0 that ran between 
Sudbury and Litt e Current . The A goma Eastern and people 
wou d take the train to come into ud ury to 0 s ome specie 
shopping and a , there wasn ' t very many cars. There was only 
2 or 3 in he vi age and of course the road was just a grave 
(UR~ ' 0 ' ~ coming Tom ond into Sudbury and it was ' 
a most a day ' s event if you •• • got into a car and attempted 
to make th~ rip. So the , the ••• transportation wasn ' t 

( l fllrrl(>' 111 b I.- ) . 
J ' 
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D.. (unine e igib e ) 

G.P. ' It wasn ' t ike it is today. 

D. • You cou dn ' t make Sudbury in R ~ an hour I ' ~ sure of that. 

G.P. hat ' s right . 

D. M. 20 minutes like some M peop e maybe today , eh' Now tell me 
you starte . to work Xx then in the Mond ine at a , what year? 

G •. P. In 192-3 , ' it was in Apri . I believe it was Apri the 19th , 
actual y HR when I started . 

D.M. And how ong would you be then? 

G. P. 

• • 

G.P. 

I was 13. 
\\~\\ 

And what were you doing , wkX what was your job? 

We I in those days , they had roc pickers in the +ock house 
and that XBX was a job that I was assigned to dox was picking 
TOC • . 

D.M. Nothing , nothing like starting at the bottom. No one else 
would go from there , right George? 

G. P. That ' s right . 

D. M. What tlid you do as a rock picker? 

G. P. Well this ~ was quite an antique set up in that rock house. 
There ·was a large table XK that shook the muck that was coming 
down from the top £0xmxx from the crusher and so on . And 
t here was about 8 or 10 of x us boys that would pick the rock 
from the table and , and put it into a trough that carried the 
~ock away into the waste car and the ore , of course , would be 
left on the table that wouln rop into the bi n . 

D. M. Would it be easy to distinguish the rock from the ore? 

G. P. Oh yes there would be no problem there. They 

D. M. You x learned that early . 

G. P. Oh yes , yes . There ' s no t r ouble in , in telling the difference, 

D. M. Right , a I right then . We got you going to work as a rock 
picker in 1923 at age 13 , was i t you said, 

G. P. That ' s right . 

D. M. And then I gather things went a . on~ fairly weI but in , some­
thing happenee in 19 ••• but i t c osed down about that time , 
eh? Can you 

G. P. es the mx mine closed down EN on the fall of 1923 and , and 
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then the , the machinery was all taken away . 

D. • Right . 

G. P. The men were all transferred , at l ess most of them' were 
transfeered t o another mine aXNR that the Mond ickel Company 
owned at the time . A mR mine by the name of~ton, 
7, 7 mi es west of ond . lJ; 1 -1 

, 

D. • And did you get some work at Worthington? 

G. P. Oh ye s I worked there up until i~ 1927 i n the rock house as 
a rock pic er and a crushermen . 

D.. Right , all right and I think s omething very significant or 
memorab e . happened in 1927 . 

G. P. Yes incidentally I might mention that the wages at Worthington 
for a rock pic er "ere $2 . 35 a d.ay and , we wor ed a 9 hour day 
£m from 7 o ' clock in the morning to 5 in the £ afternoon. 

• • 

G.P. 

air enough , but I , I think as we , as we said before ~ our 
local bread didn ' t cost 40 cents in those days. 
~\\!>, 

o now that ' s right~ . 
Ye s in the October of 1927 , the Worthington Mine caved in 
and this was quite an event at that t i me • 

• M. I love , _why don't you t 'ell us something about it , because 
none of th~ peop e that we ' ve had on the , on xkK this EN~X 
broad.cast have told us about xx that. 

G. P. Actually I would say that the incident could e gNH considered 
as a mir ac l e ~ that no one was injured . This . • • happened 
in the Ra~ early hours , I think around 6 o ' cloc in the morni r 
that the , that the mine foundry went down . There ,was some 
warning , the previous afternoon shift . My dad happened to be 
workeng do n at the bottom eve s and the superinten 'ent x of 
the mine went down into the mine in the afternoOn , RE« in the 
afternoon shift and he realized XXX that there was something 
defini tely going wrong with the mine and he ordered all the 
mY men out . Nm·! my dad came home around 11 0 I clock that 
eveming and he too was , that there was something seriously 
wrong with the mine , that something was going to ahappen . 
We I the Rnext morning 

.M. Well wait a m' nute , what wou 'd make him think that. What 
were the signs , what 

G. P. Apparently , apparent y the , the , there was an awful heavy 
Na dra t through the upper l evels of the mine and 0 course 
after the superintendent ordered the men out . The shaftffiefi 
begin to cav.e in , Jm:~a:H D egan to s eeze in so that the 
cpnve ances wou d on y go up and down on y about ha f way 

.~ down to the ot om. That subsequently my dad had to 
wa half way up rom the bottom before we cou d pick up 
the conveyance to come up . So there were ver de inite 
indicatiops t at there ' s something serious y wrong . 
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D •• That ' s interesting. oW 'what , what , what wou d ~HK cause 
that draft? D"d anybody ever fin out or anybody ever say? 

G. P. I wou d imagine that there were some crac s deve oping up 
in the upper part of the mine and , and it was creati ng the 
dra ts . . 

D.. Right t hen you 
to tne point1 

you were te in~ us ear y that you got 
followwng morning or something ike 

G. P. 
t 

• • 

G. P. 

D. M. 

this . 
~h 

Yes ~KR the , ; rid the mine d " cave in ; there was a passenger 
train that was new , t o come through rom Sudbury to the Sau t . 
Around 8 o ' c oc or between 7 : 3.0 and 8 o ' cloc' and 0 cou~se 
this had to e stoppe . 0 the superintendent ' s son , Ear t 

10ckford and a fe ow by t he name of orm Anderson got into 
the car and they fagged the t rain down about 4 mi es east 
of Worthington. 

We l l that ' s a , that ' s a ine story . Probab y very we 1 known 
by , in and around Sudbury and , and Copper Cl iff and this area , 
But it ' s the first time , I ' ve heard the story . 

Yes oh m I ' m, I ' m sure that all , most of the newspapers carried 
it at that time because 

the ol d timers wou d know about it . 

G. P . Oh yes , al t he 0 d timers would know about i t • 

• M. We then I bel "eve George tha a ter you , short yater this 
that you quit mining or a whi e and WNR went into another 
business . 

G. P. Ye s a , most 0 ~he men f rom orthington were trans erred to 
other on company propert ies but I thought I was going to 
l eave the mining game and I carneR to Sudbury and started 
wor ing in a c othi ng store a~ a c erk . ~e ~ 

t?-
D . ~ • (uninte l igib e ) "'That w'ere you sel ing men ' s bI suit s and Ii; 

stu f and ties ike xxx that? 

G. P. Soc s and shirts and shoes and what have you . 

D. . That ' s just ike t he American presiden't Harry Truman , he did 
that or a whi e be ieve and how did you i ke that work? 

G. P. We 1 a , i t was £iER fun , ine as fa~ as I was concerned 
excepting that the mbney , of course , wasn ' t too good . 

D. M. Who were you working for , what was hms name , wha store? 

G. P. I elieve it was J ake Winso e, "t seem to me that , that Jake 
w±EK~i:Rx UJllnD Wi ndchal or Winds ole , 'one of the two , one 
of the 

D. • Wher e wa hi s store? 

G. P. I t was on Arm Street . 
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Dh right and a , but you didn ' t stay too long in this 

No worked about x am month in the c othing store and 
had a very .goo f r iend working at Froo mine or I nternational 
Nicke and he came one evening to see me . an. t o d me that 
there was an opening if I wanted to ork with him at X rood 
mi ne an of course he t old me DmrX what - the money was . It 
was ~7 cents an hour and that was much better than what I 
was rna ing i n the c l othing store s o 

Ri ght 

l , thought that while this is an opportunity I , I 

You can ' t turn it aown , an of fer you can ' t refuse . 

hat ' s right . So I went to , to ~lUt. the mine the. next day 
and of course I was hi red right away by the master meahan ic 
whose Mr . Joe Butler at the time . 

Right . 
.rf' .. 

And j ust t o eive you a little bit of difference ~ the 
lfi:~;;EE_~o procedure) thoselll days , he tol d ~e t'o c ome to work 
the next morning and I went t o wor~ anJ T had the medical 
that afternoon . 

D. M. They , they didn ' t fuss very much , too much over these things 
eh? 

Nf 
G. P. Tha t ' s right . 

D.. hat wa s this fe l l ow' s name that offered you the ' ob? Is 
·he still a ive? s he around? 

G. P. I believe he is , he ' s not l iving in the area . He , be ieve 
he ' s in ~oronto . He ' s a fel ow by the name of Art WarrQn . 

_D. M. ~ He ' s' probab y known , some of the old t i mers here would 
know them and I think also ear ier you mentioned a Lorne 

aster t ? 
\r 

G. P. Lorne )Maley 

D. M. orne Maley , Ryeah • 

• P. Dh yes he a , I see him fmx from time to t i me . He ' s l Oving 
i n the area . 

D. . He is , and e was wor i ng with you then at this work at 
that time . 

G. P. Yes he actas 
{t(S·, 

y. wor ed tqge t her or qui e s ome time . 

• • Dh goll y that ' s , goes bac a lon~ time . 

G. P. tis . 

D. . That , that , it does . We 1 , we now sir we ' ve •• • what year 
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are we tal king KM aroun 1927 a out there~ 
, \ 

G.P. 1927 , 28 , 29. 

D.. You ' re , you ' re working then 0; •• what , as a rigger , rigger ' s 
helper something like tat . 

G. • Yes I , I started as a rigger ' s helper at Frood . 

D.. Oh yes . Well now XRm around about , in the early 30 ' s I 
thinK you met a certamm young lady , now is that true? 

G. P . Yes , yes that ' s right . 

D. M. ow oc how di that come about? 

G. p · We , of course , being a young man I would go tq dances and 
I me erR·, she was i ving in x udbury at the time and in 
1932 , of course , we got married. 

• • 

G~ P . 

. M. 

G.P. 

D. M. 

G.P . 

We 1 now giveR us a 
name then, 

itt e his , first 0 a what was her 

Her name was He en ( unintelligib e ) at the time . 

Do · ou remember the specific dance you were at , or any of 
the music that was eing played? ow you. can make yoursel 
in very XJll2XOC so i i you can remem er this:¥: story . 

I oubt , of course most xof the music was playe~ those at the 
dances 'IIli th an accordian those days. 

Right . 

And ·of ~ourse the dances were much different to what they are 
today . ~,'They were Finnish dances, 

G. P. They were (xXx uninte l igib e) waltzs and polkas 

o D. r'! . eah 

G. P. And shotees 

D.. Right 

G. P. And what have you • . 

D.. Right 

G. P. But it was lots of un • 

• M. We now the young ady XNxX whom you marrie , give us a 
Ott e of herR bac ground , I gather that she was born in 
inlan • 

G. P. Yes she was born in i n an but she was brought to the United 
States , innisotaa actua y when N she was a · young ~irl and 
she got herR education in Minnisota but she was taken back to 
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Finl and and then she was there as a youhg ady doing some 
professional acting in Fin and and she came back to this 
co try in 1924-. 

D. • We that too a good deal of courage an a good eal of 
enterpr r se I gues , eh the . 

G. B. Ye s 

D. 1. Did ~ she come 4 ~peci f ca to -Sudbury or why or 

. P . She came to Toronto an she worked a whi e in Toronto and , 
then she went to Port rthur and inal y came to udbury . 

D •• 

G. P. 

e , i nteresting . ~id she x 0 any acting or at ess , 
hat t pe 0 acting wou e one in F ' n and? You were 

te irig us some hing about that . 

Oh , oh yes they , I thin he F ' nnish peop e ' e the possib y 
histor ' cal p ays .a out the , the (uninte lig i e peop e . 
Something , they i e musica , ight operic ype 0 ••• 
stage plays. But I thin xxx that they 0 xx enjoy ooking 
up part 0 their own national history that ' s been z written 
into stage plays . 

, D •• Well now this , I know this isn ' t exactly an unfair question 
maybe you haverit s tudied it but Eng and i you like sort of 
'came , you hear about the time 0 the Roman invasion , we ••• 
then' William the Conqueror came over and , and got England 
as e know· it now . Why , I know very ittle about the early 
h ' stor y of inland . Do you know , have you studied that at 

G. P. 

D. M. 

G.P. 

. M. 

a l? 

o , I , I haven ' t s tudeed ·it , it ' s j st what I ' ve heard 
o · peop e ta king . -0 course , Finland XR was under the , 
Swedish ru e or a ong time and then of course ' t was 

. under the Russ ' an ru e for a . o'ng t ime , unti 1,917 or 18 
when they were r.iven out ~ But as far as thek h ' story of 
xrxax Fin and , I have very itt e know edge of it. 

That ' s interesting you now , do you , .do you now just what , 
what the country was i e ,or who as n , m!I was there · say 
hac ' n 'the 130 ' s /!{ or the 1200 ' s . I ' m thinking back to , 
as have to now R Eng ish history , i you i e then 
(un·' nte igib e Mmrk ' n 121 and that sort of thine;x you 
know • -~ 'kv . 
~1!fS 0 course , as I said that it was under the Swe_dish ru e 
or a ong time and of course there .are alot of , alot of 

Sweeds in Fin and and there al'e a ot of communities that 
~ ~ ~xs~ are entire y , which you ay say iK~ix Swed ' sh . 
xxOCi ' nci enta y it ' s a bi ingual country and , an~ you 

i~"~ 
Is that right1 

G.P. Oh yes, they , t hey have there own language. It ' s , :; it t s )I+'.s 
bi lingual and if you gox to Helsinkee you wil see that the 
street names are both in Swedish and Fi'nnish . 

D. M. How about the government does this , they , they civil servants 

\ 
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do they speak both languages? , 

"'"'-\ I would say that ~ of themx do . tl The a , one+,p'- the , 
one of the , the , the ••• members of parliament ~are of 
course KrR Swe ish. That is and there are communities in 
Finland that are entire ly Swedish . 

D. M.1 Very interes ting a , everyday we earn something . Everyday . 
o~ I also -gather here George that you did some acting yourself 

in Sudbury , is that true? 

G. P. Oh yes I done a little bit . 

G. P. 

D. M. 

G. P. 

D. 1. 

What a , any play or any thing stick out in your mind 'particu ar 
ly? 

1IIlell not particul arb , of course , these were ' all amateur" 
plays and ••• and they were a ot of fun . But there ' s no 
particular one th~t comes to my mind . , 

, ~J\ ' 
All right we leave you working then through the , married in 
the 30 , in 1932 , working through the 30 ' s . Times got a little 
rough t here for a whi e , didn ' t theyi through+ the , through 
the 30 ' s ? ' 

es t here , ,they were yeah for even for those that were working 
Ii e myse l f , working ~axx±x part-time but the managed to 
rna e enough to buy the 2 M necessities . 

Right . 

G. P . 0 course , th Ongs were pretty cheap 

D. M. (unint elligible ) , yes . 

• • You could , ou cou d buy enough groceries with $5 to ast 
you or a couple of wee s . 

D.. ow a , what about ami y George? Have you any fami y? 

. P. Well 'lie ' ve one daughter and she kant has three children, 
two boys and- a girl . 

D.. vlhere ' s" \'lhat ' s her nante now , where is she living? 

G. P. Mira Perrainn is living on Southview 2 Drive . 

D. M. Oh in SudbuFY 

GoP . n 'Sudbury . 
• 

D. M. Oh yeah s'he married that , anot er Finn . 

G. P. She marrie a Finn boy that was , actual y • •• Joat was 
born i n Cob! tIe ieve . Coba t is just north 0 orth 
Bay. 

D. • But you ,you (uninte ligible) stic together though , is that. t he 
. caSe: ? 
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G. P. Yeah .. suppose . 

D • • 

G. P. 

I ' m just 'kid , iding ~qu Geor~e on that ·one and a coup e of 
your othe.r "$. childrenT'ljfoUl[ have . 

Randy s in Toronto , he ' s "Tor ing for Posta epartment in 
Tor~to an Ro ert R he ' s completing a teacher ' s course in 
ineston university and our youn~est grandchi d , xs Jamie 

gkg±XX she ' s in estern Univers ' ty at the time . 

, 

Continued on tape 2 ~ 

, 

/ 

• 
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D.M.  Ha ha, that beats starting out as a rock picker then I take it.  

 

G.P.  Ha ha. Yes, the opportunities are much better today. 

 

D.M.  They are all in as good of shape as you are, at your age.  Why, good for them.  Maybe there’s 

something to be said for working and getting in shape. 

 

G.P.  Yes, well of course I’m hoping they will be in just as good of shape as I am at this age. 

 

D.M.  Ha ha.  All right George.  For the usual thing I gather you have done a fair amount of traveling in 

Canada.  You’ve gone where? 

 

G.P.  Yes, I have made two trips out to the pacific coast.  I went out in the Vancouver Island and of 

course I traveled quite extensively in the United States.  We made three trips to Florida.  

 

D.M.    Right, and to Minnesota? 

 

G.P.     Oh, and various trips.  My wife’s sister is living in Minnesota and we’ve made a number of trips 

into Minnesota.  

 

D.M.    Do you know whether or not she was a fan of the Minnesota Viking football team? 

 

G.P.    Ha ha.  I’m not sure.  She has been a fan but she has nothing to cheer about.  

 

D.M.    Ha ha.  I also here George that you made a few trips to Finland.  When was the first trip you 

made back there? 
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G.P.    When I retired in 1970, we made a trip to Finland. 

 

D.M.    Can you tell us a little bit about that trip?  Some of the problems?   

 

G.P.    This was quite a trip.  We flew from Sudbury on a chartered flight with a DC6 plane.  There was 

86 of us I think in the plane, plus the crew, and I think we were about 22 hours all together on 

that trip.  We were in the air about 18 hours.  Mind you, they, we,. our  treatment was quite 

good.  We came down in Gander and had dinner there and we flew from Gander to Shannon.  

We were supposed to fly to Keflavík but there was trouble at the airport with strikes or 

something and of course we flew directly across the Atlantic to Shannon.   And something went 

wrong with the plane. They had to do some repairs on it and we finally got up after about three 

hours and flew from Shannon to Helsinki.  

 

D.M.    And, what did you do over there?  Was this your first trip to Finland? 

 

G.P.     Yes.  This was my first trip.   

 

D.M.    How did you find it?  What did you think of it? 

 

G.P.    Actually, the country was quite nice.  It’s very often you think you are traveling in Northern 

Ontario when you are traveling in Finland.  Most cities, as a rule, are quite clean.  Not much 

different to us it is here.  The city that we were stationed in called Pori.  Maybe a thousand 

people.  The only difference that you would find going into the city of Pori and going into 

Sudbury, is that the language is different.   

 

D.M.    Ha ha than Sudbury? 

 

G.P.      That’s right.  The window displays are similar.  Some of the appliances are smaller than ours 

such as stoves, refrigerators and so on.  They are smaller.  But, apart than that people dress 



15 

 

much the same as they do here.  The girls are in their miniskirts and the young gentlemen have 

their long hair.  The same as they have… Ha ha 

 

D.M.    Over here.  George, I would like to keep talking but I think we are getting near the end of our 

time on the show here.  The, friends, we are talking with, chatting with George Passi who retired 

in October, the first of October, 1970.  How many years were you with the company, George, 

when you retired?  

 

G.P.    I was given 42 years and 5 months of continuous service credit. 

 

D.M.    George, as you listen to the show, you people will be listening, you will gather that George 

started as a rock picker back in the old Mond mine, I believe it was, and he was there in some of 

the early days.  He has built himself quite a career out of working with the company.  And 

George, thank you very much for come and talking with us on Memories and Music. 

 

G.P.    My pleasure.    

 

00:30:36  Track ends.               
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