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00:00:00 Track starts. 

DON MACMILLAN: We’re going to try it again and Mr. Pascoe, will you for a level test again 

name some towns and cities in Ontario? 

ROBERT PASCOE: [inaudible] 

DON MACMILLAN: Well now, friends and neighbors.  We're gonna have a little chat with 

another guest on our Sunday at Noon show.  This time it's, Mr. Robert 

Pascoe.  Mr. Pascoe is 83, or very close to 83 years of age.  He has retired 

from Inco just short of 42 years service, and he was a shift boss and of 

course a shop foreman with Inco.  Well, now, Mr. Pascoe, I believe that 

you're from England, is that true, sir? 

ROBERT PASCOE: That's right, yes. 

DON MACMILLAN: What part of England? 

ROBERT PASCOE: Cornwall, England. 

DON MACMILLAN: Tell us briefly something about Cornwall, what kind of a county it is an so 

on. 

ROBERT PASCOE: Well, Cornwall was Cornwall before England was England.  And the 

whole thing is that-, and farming and mining was the main-, and fishing 

was the main employment in Cornwall. 

DON MACMILLAN: What sort of mining would they do in Cornwall? 

ROBERT PASCOE: Tin, copper, chiefly.  And then the young miners after they get a certain 

age and learn their job of mining would either go to the States to copper 

mines in Mexican or the gold mines in Africa. 

DON MACMILLAN: Well, now, Mr. Pascoe, can you think back to your school age-, your 

public school age around about 10 or 11, tell us something about that. 

ROBERT PASCOE: Well, I had a mile to walk to school from home, a mile to walk home for 

lunch, a mile to go back again after lunch and the same distance to come 

back home after school was over at four o'clock.  And then I had me 

chores to do around the house and the different buildings that was there. 

DON MACMILLAN: Now, obviously then it was a farm or something you lived on, is that 

right? 

ROBERT PASCOE: Well, a small farm, yes.   
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DON MACMILLAN: How about your father, was he home at that time? 

ROBERT PASCOE: No, he was only home for a-, I only seen him for a short time and then he 

went to Africa.  And I didn’t see him anymore then until after I come to 

Canada and back home to bury him. 

DON MACMILLAN: Well, now, Mr. Pascoe I believe that you learned a trade after finishing 

school there, is that right? 

ROBERT PASCOE: That's right, yes. 

DON MACMILLAN: What was the trade? 

ROBERT PASCOE: Steele smith. 

DON MACMILLAN: And what sort of work… 

ROBERT PASCOE: That… 

DON MACMILLAN: …could you do with that? 

ROBERT PASCOE: …that was work for stonecutters, stonemasons, tools and all equipment for 

the granite quarries and granite yards for making edge stones and big 

granite blocks for docks and fortresses and like and that for in different 

parts of the country. 

DON MACMILLAN: Well, now, Mr. Pascoe well that brings up to I would estimate around 

about the year 1913.  And I believe you decided to come to Canada then, 

but you have an interesting story about how come you didn’t go to 

Australia. 

ROBERT PASCOE: Well, (laughs) turned down-, I had ever-, had men there from Broken Hill, 

Australia to hire men-, miners for Broken Hill and I went to see if I could 

get a job.  And the two fellows that was doing the hiring was about six 

foot three or four and I was only five feet.  And they figured that I was too 

small until they-, couple of young fellows that-, from the mines around 

close to home came in and they were big lads and they said-, asked me-, 

they asked me what I was doing there.  And I said I was looking for a job 

for Broken Hill, Australia, as a machine man.  So these fellows that were 

doing the hiring for Broken Hill, said he's too small, he couldn’t lift a 

machine.  So one of the lads said, ha, he can handle a machine with you or 

any of the outfit you've got.  So then I come away from there and I met 
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Mr. Heel(ph), that's Charlie Heel(ph).  He lived at Clarabelle and he's still 

living at Clarabelle, and worked for the company.  And he said, why not 

come to Canada?  So I said, right, when are you going back, Charlie?  He 

said I got a week.  I said where did you book from?  So he took me to the 

place where he booked his passage and I booked right in and come back to 

Clarabelle with him.   

DON MACMILLAN: Now describe, if you will, your trip across the ocean and your trip up here 

at that time, Mr. Pascoe. 

ROBERT PASCOE: Well, they-, across the ocean wasn’t too bad.  But it just took us a week or 

something like that whatever it was to come across.  And then came to 

Sudbury and, of course, Sudbury wasn't the town it is now.  It had a few 

houses and three or four hotels filled with river drivers and loggers.  And 

if you walked to Copper Cliff from Sudbury to Copper Cliff you had to 

wear high rubber boots, or else you'd stuck in the mud. 

DON MACMILLAN: Tell me too, Mr. Pascoe, how did you get from Copper Cliff or Sudbury to 

Creighton? 

ROBERT PASCOE: Well, I-, the superintendent then was-, oh… 

DON MACMILLAN: I think you were-, we were talking about Lawson. 

ROBERT PASCOE: Lawson(ph). 

DON MACMILLAN: Was that his name? 

ROBERT PASCOE: Captain Lawson.  Lived up top of-, in the big house on top of the hill at 

Clarabelle.  And I stayed at Charlie Heel.  And he inquired what I was 

doing there and Charlie told him.  And then he called me in and 

questioned me, and I answered his questions.  And he said, well, where's 

your gear?  I said in a trunk at Mr. Heels.  He said you have it ready for 

eight o'clock tomorrow and I'll get your (inaudible) rig-, horse and rig to 

take you to Creighton.  They'll know all about it out there so that you're 

sleeping quarters and like and that will be all arranged.  And they all know 

that you're coming.   

DON MACMILLAN: About to-, they tell me, sir, Mr. Pascoe, you got married I believe in 

England before you came to Canada, did you not? 
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ROBERT PASCOE: That's right.  I got married on the 1st of June, 1913.   

DON MACMILLAN: Then I believe that in 1914, you went back to Cornwall, I believe. 

ROBERT PASCOE: I went back to Cornwall to… 

DON MACMILLAN: Bury your father. 

ROBERT PASCOE: …bury me dad.  That's right. 

DON MACMILLAN: And did you not join the Canadian Army at that time. 

ROBERT PASCOE: I joined the Canada Army over there when-, after I buried me dad.  I was 

married and I got married on the 1st of April and-, over there.  And then I 

went overseas with the Canadian Forces from England to France.  And 

then when the war was over we were demobilized in Toronto.  I can't 

think of the date, but it was the Prince of Whales that is dead now but he 

was the Prince of Whales then.  He opened the Toronto Exhibition and it 

was three trainloads of returned men coming back that-, get-, was 

demobilized in Toronto-, off the train in Toronto.  And we all went to the 

Exhibition behind the Prince of Whales.   

 

DON MACMILLAN: Well, very fine.  Well, then I believe that your wife then cam to join you 

then. 

ROBERT PASCOE: Yes. 

DON MACMILLAN: You would be in Creighton at this time, would you? 

ROBERT PASCOE: I was in Creighton and she came over to her uncle and aunt that lived in 

Toronto.  He was a builder, a stonemason and he built all the chimneys 

that was built in Toronto at that particular time.  And I went back after 

being in Creighton a week.  I went back and got her and brought her up.  

The superintendent gave orders to give me the keys to the house-, the 

houses that they were building at the time for-, to get me a house and then 

go back and get her.  I did that, came back and I was with them until I 

retired in-, well, that's 18 years ago now I guess that I've been (inaudible). 

DON MACMILLAN: (Laughs.)  That was quite a story, Mr. Pascoe, now let's not get-, let's not 

get ahead of our time here now.  You-, what type of work were you doing 

when you first started the vehicle back there in Creighton? 
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ROBERT PASCOE: Oh, I was the shop foreman in the steele stop, blacksmith shop, car repair 

shop and all underground car repairing underground and… 

DON MACMILLAN: How would you qualify for this, was this the things you would learn back 

in England… 

ROBERT PASCOE: That was the… 

DON MACMILLAN: …before you came over, right? 

ROBERT PASCOE: Yes, yes. 

DON MACMILLAN: Well, now, how about family, have you any family Mr… 

ROBERT PASCOE: I have… 

DON MACMILLAN: …Pascoe. 

ROBERT PASCOE: …two, a boy and a girl.  My son Robert is working for the company in 

Copper Cliff, and my daughter married Edward Cretzman that was in the 

warehouse at Creighton.  And now he's in the warehouse business in 

Copper Cliff of one branch of it, in Copper Cliff.  And they're living in 

Lively on 4th Avenue.   

DON MACMILLAN: Now during these years, Mr. Pascoe, what about hobbies.  Do you have 

any sports that you have particular interest in? 

ROBERT PASCOE: Well, field sports, is soccer, football and lacrosse and tennis.   But other 

sports outside of that is hunting and fishing.    

DON MACMILLAN: Well, now let's get around to the soccer and lacrosse.  I believe that you 

had some success with those clubs, is that right? 

ROBERT PASCOE: Yes.  The Creighton team won all the trophies there was to be won in this 

Northern area.  And the soccer and the lacrosse team, we won all the 

trophies that there was to be won in the lacrosse games.   

DON MACMILLAN: Now, you would have learned your soccer your back in England, but you 

must have learned how to play lacrosse over here. 

ROBERT PASCOE: That's right, I did.   

DON MACMILLAN: Now, what were some well-known names-, some of the fellows that you 

played with back in those days. 

ROBERT PASCOE: Oh, well, hard to get all the names.  There's one that's still living that I 

remember as Dr. Mitchell that lives in Sudbury here.  And he's getting old 
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because at that time he was in an intern at Copper Cliff Hospital. 

DON MACMILLAN: Now you-, when we were talking before the show I think you mentioned 

Mr. Jack Treasure, is that right? 

ROBERT PASCOE: Yeah, Jack Treasure was a soccer player.  He used to play right back 

Creighton soccer team.   

DON MACMILLAN: Now there was another of names you mentioned before the-, we got the 

show going, were Vern Tupling, Garnstein(ph) and Bert Flin(ph).  

ROBERT PASCOE: That's right. 

DON MACMILLAN: Now tell us a bit about them. 

ROBERT PASCOE: They were the tennis boys.  And that's where I got me tennis from, from 

them.   

DON MACMILLAN: How good were you a tennis player? 

ROBERT PASCOE: Not too bad. Not too bad.  Give the other ones a shaken up once in a 

while. 

DON MACMILLAN: Right.  (Laughs.)   

ROBERT PASCOE: (Laughs.) 

DON MACMILLAN: Well, now this-, I believe hunting and fishing too… 

ROBERT PASCOE: Hunting and fishing… 

DON MACMILLAN: …was (inaudible). 

ROBERT PASCOE: …was my-, I liked it and I put all the time in that I could get for the 

hunting and fishing outside of the sports.  And then of course at Creighton 

we had the boy's scouts.  I had two troops there.  I was scoutmaster, and 

when them, I used to take them on their camping each year two weeks or a 

week whatever was allowed and put them on their canvas, and everybody 

enjoyed that.     

DON MACMILLAN: Now about what years are we talking about there… 

ROBERT PASCOE: Well, that… 

DON MACMILLAN: …Mr. Pascoe? 

ROBERT PASCOE: …would be the early years and I just can't… 

DON MACMILLAN: I bet there's some of those boy scouts listening to this show that will 

remember it, eh? 
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ROBERT PASCOE: Like enough.  Yeah… 

DON MACMILLAN: Yeah. 

ROBERT PASCOE: …a lot of them was working and there's a lot passed away. 

DON MACMILLAN: Do you remember any names of the young fellows? 

ROBERT PASCOE: Well, there-, maybe some, (inaudible) and-, oh, it's a job for me to 

remember the names now.  I can't hold a name under me hat as long as I 

used to be able to. 

DON MACMILLAN: (Laughs.)  Mr. Pascoe, you're doing wonderfully.  Now, we've got you, I 

think up to around the middle 20s or so.  And one thing I was going to ask 

you, were a movie a fan?  You were living in Creighton, were you a movie 

fan then?  

ROBERT PASCOE: No, I never was a movie fan.  The only thing that I was really interested in 

was something moving in the bush.  And I had a rifle under me arm or in 

the water that I'd have a fishing rod with a line on it.  

DON MACMILLAN: I gather there wasn't too much chance to see movies in Creighton 

around… 

ROBERT PASCOE: No… 

DON MACMILLAN: that time either, right? 

ROBERT PASCOE: …there wasn't at that time.  No, sir.  It came in the later years. 

DON MACMILLAN: Now-, but one thing that you could do in Creighton around in the middle 

20s-, early 20s there, was listen to the radio.  Now, how about that?   

ROBERT PASCOE: Well, I-, Mr. John Simons(ph) was the master mechanic at Creighton, and 

he got into the radio business and he wanted-, came to me and wanted for 

me to get a radio.  I said, what's it's like?  He said come and listen to it 

down to the house-, listen to it.  So I went down and I says, all right, we'll 

take it.  And this was a radio that you could tune in for-, to get the States, 

different parts of Canada, England and other countries.  And-, but now 

that-, it's done, it's too old to be working, so-, (laughs) yeah. 

DON MACMILLAN: (Laughs.)  Well, now Mr. Pascoe as we push along in time as we take a 

look backwards, we come up to around the Depression year.  

ROBERT PASCOE: Yeah. 
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DON MACMILLAN: And I believe that the shift bosses were… 

ROBERT PASCOE: Two weeks… 

DON MACMILLAN: …were able to keep body and soul together at that time. 

ROBERT PASCOE: …two week on and two weeks off.  And during the two weeks off, me and 

my partner which was always Simpson, the company's plumber at 

Creighton at that time, I would build a camp on McDonald Lake, and we 

were able to keep those that didn't-, couldn’t get meat, that lived in 

Creighton, that didn’t move out, that stayed in the village.  We kept them 

in meat and different things as long as-, until the Depression was over.   

DON MACMILLAN: That's a very nice thing, sir.  And how about Mr. Simpson, is he still 

around? 

ROBERT PASCOE: He's still around.  He's down now-, I seen him but he's pretty feeble.  He-, 

well, I, I shouldn't say this I suppose, but, he, you know, he takes 

lubrication more so than ever I did.  Then that-, we had to cut off the 

hunting business because it-, we were getting too slow in the bush for the 

game that was there.   

DON MACMILLAN: Friends and neighbors, our guest today has been Robert Pascoe.  Mr. 

Pascoe is past 83.  A real veteran… 

00:16:10 Track ends. 

 

 


