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R. GORDON NODWELL FONDS. –1956-1997. –15 cm of textual material.  

 
R. Gordon Nodwell (1928-2017) was a United Church minister and scholar. He was born on a farm in 
Dufferin County Ontario in 1928. In his early career he was an elementary school teacher and an 
accountant before receiving the call to ministry in 1952. Between 1950 and 1956 he studied at Queens 
University where he graduated with a Bachelor of Arts and later a Master of Divinity. During his studies he 
served as a student minister at the following charges: Portsmouth UC, St. Matthew’s United Church and 
Asbern/Grahamsale Manitoba. He was ordained by the Toronto Conference in 1956. Following his 
ordination he became as reserve Chaplain serving with the R.C.A.F. in France in the summers of 1957 
and 1958. Upon his return he ministered at Mount Denis United Church from 1961 to 1968 and then Deer 
Park United Church from 1976-192. From 1968 to 1976 he was a professor of pastoral theology and 
taught at Pine Hill Divinity Hall and the Atlantic School of Theology. Aside from his professorship and 
ministerial work he was involved in United Church governance including roles on the Committee on 
Christian Faith, Working Unit on Evangelism and Worship, Halifax Presbytery, Committee on Genetic and 
Ethics, and the Maritime Conference Interview Board. He was also involved with ecumenical societies 
such as the Canadian Association of Pastoral Education. Hr married Jessie Borthistle in 1952 and they 
had three children: David, Christina and Paul.  
 
Fonds contains Rev. Nodwell’s sermons, addresses, articles, lectures, papers and tv scripts 1956-1997.  
 
Acc. No. Box-File Title Date(s) 
2002.054C 1-1 Sermons 1956-1997 
2013.010C  TR-1 Sermons and Trip Log 1964-1978 
2002.054C 1-2 Address and Talks n.d. 
 1-4 ---: 8th Century Prophets Talks at Berwick 

Conference, inc. Notes, Correspondence, 
Programmes etc.  

1970 

 1-19 ---: London Conference and Ordination Service 1980 
 1-3 ---: Galatean Mediations at Christ Church 

Cathedral, inc. Correspondence, Article and 
Services 

1980 

 1-18 Series of Meditations written for These Days 1981-1992 
 1-6 Articles, Talks and Correspondence 1988-1987 
 1-11 Lectures: Typology in the Fourth Gospel 

delivered at Queen`s Alumni Seminar 
1959 

 1-5 ---: The Church and the Reformation, lecture to 
Unique School 

1967 

 1-13  ---: Christian Education and Secularism, at 
Newfoundland Summer School 

1968 

 1-10 ---: The Future of Hope, two lecture at 
Parksville Conference BC 

1974 

 1-12 ---: Experiential Theology 1974-1975 
 1-15 ---: Series on Christian Social Ethics [197-?] 
 1-17 ---: Notes for Lecture on Church Praise [197-?] 
 1-9 Papers: PhD Thesis `The Use and 

Understanding of the O.T. in the Forth Gospel, 
two chapters 

1958 

 1-16 ---: Creeds, Confessions and Orthodoxy 
Committee on the Christian Faith 

1971 

 1-14 ---: Pastoral Implications of the Process of Man 1972 
 1-7 ---: Toward a Theological Approach to Church 

Structure, paper 
n.d. 

 1-8 In Touch TV Program Scripts 1974-1976 

 


